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The  President’s  Office 

By  Anthony  J.  Swiatek 


Greetings  fellow 
collectors  of  this  great 
nations  remembrance 
preservers: 

I  just  returned  totally 
exhausted  from  the  central 
states  show  in  St.  Louis, 

MO.  Such  was  rated  VG- 
excellent  by  most  dealers. 

High  quality  commems  of 
the  key  and  semi-key 
variety  were  difficult  to 
procure. 

That  was  unless  you 
wanted  to  pay  some 
outrageous  asking  price. 

Here  is  an  example:  a 
beautiful  NGC  and  PCGS 
Pan  Pac  half  dollar  which 

bids  for  $3,100.00  had  asking  prices  of  $4,500  and  $4,700  respectively.  Both  were  solid  66+  pieces. 
Neither  had  a  chance  for  an  MS-67  upgrade! 

At  times  I  am  asked  by  some  collectors  about  the  reason  as  to  why  a  dealer  or  collector  would  pay  such  a 
steep  price  for  an  auction  coin  or  convention  purchase?  The  simple  reason  is  these  individuals  believe 
their  MS-66  purchase  would  upgrade  to  an  MS-67  or  even  MS-68.  I  can  assure  you  that  there  are  many 
instances  where  the  aforementioned  does  not  occur.  The  purchaser  is  stuck  with  a  vastly  overpriced  coin. 

Remember  a  recent  auction  where  a  dealer  purchased  an  MS-66  coin  housed  in  an  old  PCGS  holder.  Bid 
price  was  $6,500;  he  paid  $29,000  for  the  com!  Cracking  out  the  com,  he  believed  upon  resubmission  that 
it  would  grade  MS-68  or  even  MS-69.  He  was  in  for  the  shock  of  his  life.  The  coin  graded  MS-67.  Yes, 
it  went  up  one  grade,  but  its  value  only  increased  to  $12,000,  after  three  resubmissions,  the  coin  never 
rated  higher.  Nice  loss. 

Please  remember  while  a  small  percentage  of  coins  housed  in  older  NGC  and  PCGS  will  upgrade,  a  large 
number  will  not.  Coins  contained  in  the  original  NGC  black  holders  will  bring  multiples  of  current  bid 
levels  because  they  are  a  true  collector's  items  and  so  few  exist  today.  Why?  Many  were  cracked  opened 
and  the  coins  resubmitted  for  an  upgrade. 

Currently,  the  classic  silver  and  gold  issues  remain  strong  at  current  levels  since  they  are  receiving 
positive  dealer-collector  support.  Expect  a  major  promotion  in  the  near  future  involving  our  modem 
commems,  more  on  the  said  as  I  receive  additional  information. 

Numismatically  yours,  AvXfchx>v\y  J. 
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The  Vice  President’s  Office 

By  Bob  Van  Ryzin 

I  ve  always  believed  that  if  you  are  going  to  profit  in  this  hobby, 
you  need  to  know  everything  you  can  about  the  item  you’re 
looking  to  purchase,  whether  you  consider  yourself  a  collector,  an 
investor,  or  a  mixture  of  both.  The  more  you  know  about  your 
collectible,  the  better  prepared  you  are  against  any  pitfalls  and  to 
take  advantage  of  any  unrecognized  bargain. 

Recently,  I  was  asked  to  provide  an  article  about  coins  for  a 
publication  on  antiques.  Looking  through  past  issues  of  Coins 
magazine,  which  I  edit,  I  came  across  a  story  by  a  Coins’ 
contributor  on  the  round  and  octagonal  Panama-Pacific  Expo  gold 
$50s.  It  explained,  in  what  I  thought  was  simple,  straightforward 
language,  why  and  when  the  coins  were  minted,  how  much  they 
sold  for  at  the  expo,  and  gave  some  background  on  the  designer,  Robert  Aitken,  a  well-known  sculptor  of 
his  day.  It  also  provided  a  bnef  overview  of  the  1915  Panama-Pacific  Expo  in  San  Francisco  and  current 
values  for  its  gold  $50s. 

I  was  surprised  to  find  the  following  day  that  the  -editor  of  the  antiques  magazine  felt  the  story  was  too 
specialized  for  the  publication’s  readers.  They,  I  was  informed,  wouldn’t  be  interested  in  the  artist’s 
background  and  what  other  expo  and  public  statues  he  had  to  his  credit.  Rather,  the  readers  of  that 
publication  preferred  stories  similar  to  “Are  those  Buffalo  nickels  worth  anything?”  or  “What  are  the 
coins  in  Grandma’s  drawer  worth?” 

I  had  always  believed  that  antique  collectors  were  much  like  com  collectors,  wanting  to  know  the 
background  of  the  items  in  their  collection.  Certainly,  in  some  cases,  the  only  way  to  identify  a  genuine 
antique  from  a  repro  is  to  know  the  background  and  techniques  of  the  shop  or  artist  who  created  it.  Plus, 
there  are  plenty  of  other  collectibles  than  coins  available  from  the  Panama-Pacific  Expo.  I  know,  because 
I  have  a  small  collection  of  the  same.  There  must  be  antique  collectors  out  there  who  like  such  items  as 
well  and  are  interested  in  all  aspects  of  the  expo. 

In  the  end,  when  my  other  two  ideas  were  not  “antique”  enough,  the  story  on  the  expo  and  its  gold  $50s 
was  accepted.  And  I  vowed  to  write  something  less  specialized  for  the  next  issue.  Frankly,  though, 
without  telling  the  background,  there’s  not  much  to  say  about  Buffalo  nickels  or  other  coins  than  their 
book  value  -  even  if  they  were  held  in  some  loved  one’s  drawer  or  cookie  jar.  So  it’s  going  to  be  a  short 
story. 

Fortunately,  among  commemorative  com  collectors  there  is  no  reason  for  concern  with  presenting  too 
much  information.  They  can’t  seem  to  get  enough.  That’s  one  of  the  mam  reasons  the  Trail  is  an 
outstanding  publication.  I  never  fail  to  find  something  of  interest  in  its  pages  and  have  kept  each  issue  and 
will  continue  to  do  so.  There’s  no  such  thing  as  too  many  good  numismatic  references. 

So,  for  the  moment,  I  guess  I’ll  keep  the  “specialized”  stories  for  those  who  appreciate  the  background  - 
com  collectors  -  and  the  general  stuff  for  all  others.  See  you  in  Baltimore. 
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“TRAIL  MIX” 


E-mail  from  Dick  Johnson 

Gary  Beedon, 

I  furnished  Dr.  Tom  Fitzgerald  some  of  the  information  on  mint  sculptor  T.  James  Ferrell  for  his 
article  you  published  recently.  (Noted  in  April  14th  Com  World).  Could  you  kindly  send  me  a 
copy  of  this  issue?  I  wish  to  cite  it  in  an  entry  on  Ferrell  in  my  upcoming  directory,  American 
Artists:  Die  sinkers.  Engravers,  Medalists  and  Sculptors. 

Thank  you  in  advance. 

Dick  Johnson 


E-mail  from  Jeff  Tucker 

Gary, 

Could  the  society  recommend  any  publications  or  sources  of  information  on  the  1936  Columbia, 
South  Carolina  commemorative  coin?  I  have  researched  some  internet  sites  for  info,  but  am 
lookmg  for  some  more  definitive  and  in-depth  information. 

Thank  you. 

Jeff  Tucker 

Jeff, 

Locate  a  copy  of  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States  by  Anthony  T  Swiatek  Amos  Press 
Com  World,  2001. 


Letter  (part)  from  Gary  R.  Koch 

“...Last  year  you  very  generously  gave  me  an  extra  copy  of  volume  17/1  of  the  Trail,  but  there 
were  at  that  time  no  extra  copies  of  volume  17/2:  is  it  possible  to  purchase  one  if  any  have 
become  available?” 

Note :  Contact  Koch  at  iJary.koch@vale.edu  if  you  can  help  him  locate  a  copy. 
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SUSCC  Membership  as  of  5-7-03 


New  Members 


Reinstated  Members 


R-3032 

Joe  Gorak 

R-1019 

Cliff  Launius 

R-3031 

Dorothy  Pais 

R-2295 

W.  Leeds  Frye 

R-3030 

Leldon  Brown 

R-3029 

Michael  Whitney 

R-3028 

Dr.  John  Cunningham 

Resigned  Member 

R-3026 

Thomas  Allen 

R-2171 

Judy  Sidman 

R-3025 

Thomas  Fitzgerald 

OPPS! 

Passed  Away 

R-2232 

Brian  Kestner 

In  the  last  issue  we  had  an  incomplete  name 
for  a  new  member  (omitted  his  last  name). 

Member  R- 

3022  is  Wendell  Acker. 

Dropped  (non-payment  of  dues) 

Note:  Two  dues  notices  sent. 

R-0715 

Ann  Adams 

R-0636 

Pauline  Miladin 

R-0175 

David  Anthony 

R-0088 

Stan  Minkinow 

R-2165 

Col.  Millard  L.  Berman 

R-0529 

Robert  Mish 

R-2048 

David  W.  Boitnott 

R-1685 

Jesse  Patrick 

R--0403 

Carol  Chrzanowski 

R-1439 

Robert  Poxon 

R-1459 

Merritt  Davis 

R-3004 

Corey  Rennel 

R-? 

Al  Doyle 

R-0060 

Philip  Roth 

R-2024 

Alan  Glenski 

R-2311 

Gary  Turner 

R-2072 

Stan  Flatanaka 

R-3008 

Larry  Williams 

R-2316 

Martin  Hee 

R-1001 

Wayne  Wojdak 

R-0364 

Bradley  Karoleff 

R-3012 

Michael  Anzalone 

R-1652 

John  Knachel 

J-3002 

Chris  Paci 

R-2365 

Julie  Krause 

SUSCC  MEETINGS: 

June  7,  2003,  Long  Beach,  CA:  Member  Clark  Fogg  will  give  a  special  program  titled 
“Digital  Photography  &  Commemorative  Coins”  on  Saturday  (9:00  am  in  room  102A)  at  the 
SUSCC  meeting  at  the  Long  Beach  Coin,  Stamp  &  Collectibles  Expo  in  California. 

August  2,  2003,  Baltimore,  MD:  Members  Anthony  Swiatek  and  David  Provost  will  both 
conduct  the  meeting  and  program  (titles?)  on  Saturday  (10:00  am  in  room  316)  at  the  SUSCC 
meeting  at  the  ANA  World’s  Fair  of  Money. 
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Celebrating  the 
300  Anniversary  of  the 
Landing  of  the  Pilgrims 

By  Dave  Provost 

/\  s  ^  neared  the  end  of  the  trail  in  my  pursuit  of  a  choice-to-gem  mint  state  type  set  of  the 
-tA.  traditional  series  of  US  commemorative  coinage,  I  began  to  seek  out  commemorative 
ephemera  with  more  and  more  intensity  and  enthusiasm.  Over  the  past  three  or  four  years,  I 
have  been  able  to  acquire  many  of  the  ongmal  com  holders  of  the  series,  as  well  as  many 
contemporary  publications  related  to  the  people,  places  and  events  commemorated.  This  has 
added  a  whole  new  dimension  to  my  collecting  of  this  terrific  series! 

Recently,  I  acquired  a  program  from  the  December  21, 1920  ceremonies  held  at  Plymouth, 
Massachusetts  to  celebrate  the  300th  anniversary  of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims.  The  ceremonies 
were  sponsored  by  the  Pilgrim  Tercentenary  Commission  of  Massachusetts,  Louis  K.  Liggett, 
Chairman.  The  text-only  program  presents  the  order  of  events  for  the  ceremonies,  and  includes 
the  text  for  the  various  odes,  hymns,  poems  and  addresses  that  were  part  of  the  event.  Figure  1 
presents  the  inside  title  page  of  the  68-page  booklet. 

The  ceremonies  began  with  a  musical  overture  performed  by  the  Plymouth  Orchestra,  and  were 
followed  by  a  prayer  lead  by  the  Rev.  Arthur  B.  Whitney  and  the  performance  of  an  ode 
originally  written  in  1824  by  the  Rev.  John  Pierpont;  the  ode  was  performed  by  the  Plymouth 
Men's  Chorus.  The  ode  began. 


“The  pilgrim  fathers  —  where  are  they? 

The  waves  that  brought  them  o’er 
Still  roll  in  the  bay,  and  throw  their  spray, 

As  they  break  along  the  shore: 

Still  roll  in  the  bay,  as  they  rolled  that  day 
When  the  Mayflower  moored  below, 

When  the  sea  around  was  black  with  storms, 

And  white  the  shore  with  snow.” 

A  brief  address  by  then  Massachusetts  Governor  Calvin  Coolidge  came  next.  At  the  time  of  the 
ceremonies,  Coolidge  had  already  been  elected  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  as  part  of  the 
Warren  G.  Harding  ticket  and  would  leave  Massachusetts  for  Washington,  DC  just  a  few  short 
u  eeks  later.  V  hen  Harding  died  of  a  heart  attack  while  on  a  trip  to  California  in  August  of 
1923,  Coolidge  was  sworn  in  as  the  30th  President  of  the  United  States;  he  was  re-elected  in  1924. 

Coolidge's  speech  offered  high  praise  for  the  Mayflower  passengers,  describing  their 

cu  c  omplishments  as  mighty  and  leading  to  "an  empire  magnificent  beyond  their  dreams  of 

Paradise."  Figures  2  and  3  present  the  full  transcript  of  Coolidge's  speech. 
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Coolidge's  speech  was  followed  by  the  reading  of  "1620  -1920,"  a  poem  by  LeBaron  Russell 
Briggs,  LLD,  a  Harvard  professor.  The  poem  balances  a  reverent  tribute  to  our  nation's  early 
settlers  with  a  contemporary  warning  against  complacence  in  a  world  that  was  host  to  multiple 
threats  against  our  nation  and  our  freedom.  Such  a  call  to  vigilance  was  understandable 
considering  that  the  hostilities  of  World  War  I  had  been  concluded  little  more  than  two  years 
before  on  November  11, 1918. 

After  the  poem,  the  Plymouth  Men's  Chorus  performed  a  hymn  entitled,  "The  Landing  of  the 
Pilgrim  Fathers.  The  Honorable  Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  long-standing  Republican  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  (he  served  from  1893  to  1924)  followed  the  hymn  with  a  long  oration  that 
included  the  following: 

"When  we  approach  an  anniversary  the  first  question  which  confronts  us  then  is  whether  it 
holds  a  place  among  the  rare  events  which  may  be  called  decisive,  or  is  memorable  only  to 
those  who  celebrate  it.  The  inquiry,  as  a  rule,  is  easily  answered  by  a  little  reflection,  and  the 
great  and  decisive  events  of  history  are  usually  beyond  dispute... 

"Can  we,  then,  justly  place  what  happened  here  at  Plymouth,  and  the  men  and  women  to 
whom  we  owe  the  great  act,  in  the  small,  high  class  of  "decisive"  events  due  to  the  actual  doers 
of  great  deeds?  Clearly,  I  think  we  can.  Jamestown  and  Plymouth  were  the  cornerstones  of  the 
foundations  upon  which  the  great  fabric  of  the  United  States  has  been  built  up,  and  the  United 
States  is  to-day  one  of  the  dominant  factors  in  the  history  and  in  the  future  of  the  world  of 
men." 

The  ceremonies  concluded  with  another  hymn,  this  one  written  by  William  Cullen  Bryant, 
performed  by  the  Plymouth  Men's  Chorus  and  the  following  simple,  eloquent  Benediction  by 
the  Rev.  Theodore  E.  Busfield,  D.D. 

"May  grace,  mercy  and  peace  from  our  Great  God  and  Father  be  with  us  and  with  our  country, 
as  in  all  the  days  of  the  past,  so  in  all  the  days  and  years  to  come.  Amen." 

While  no  mention  of  the  Pilgrim  commemorative  half-dollar  is  included  in  the  program,  it  is 
possible  that  profits  from  the  sale  of  the  coins  helped  to  fund  the  celebratory  event.  The  1920 
Pilgrim  commemoratives  went  on  sale  in  early  November  of  1920,  thus  giving  the  Pilgrim 
Tercentenary  Commission  approximately  seven  weeks  of  sales  prior  to  the  official  celebration  to 
generate  funds. 

The  full  contents  of  the  program  are  an  interesting  read  and  offer  a  contemporary  glimpse  mto 
the  commemoration  of  one  of  our  country's  greatest  moments.  If  any  member  of  the  Society 
would  like  a  copy  of  the  program  for  their  own  research  and  educational  purposes,  contact  me 
at  P.O.  Box  354,  Morrisville,  NC  27560.  I  will  be  happy  to  send  either  a  photocopy  of  the 
program  or  a  scanned  electronic  version  as  a  PDF  file  on  a  CD-ROM.  All  that  I  ask  is  that 
interested  members  include  $5.00  to  reimburse  me  for  the  cost  of  photocopying  (or  the  purchase 
of  a  recordable  CD-ROM)  and  postage. 

Until  next  time.  Happy  Collecting! 
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1620 


1920 


EXERCISES 


ON  THF. 


Three  Hundredth  Anniversary 


OF  THF. 


Landing  of  thl  Pilgrims 


HELD  AT 


PLYMOUTH,  MASSACHUSETTS 

TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  21,  1920 


Figure  1 
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THE  PILGRIMS 


Three  centuries  ago  to-day  the  Pilgrims  of  the  “May¬ 
flower”  made  final  landing  at  Plymouth  Rock.  They  came 
not  merely  from  the  shores  of  the  Old  World.  It  will  be 
in  vain  to  search  among  recorded  maps  and  history  for 
their  origin.  They  sailed  up  out  of  the  infinite. 

There  was  among  them  small  trace  of  the  vanities  of 
life.  They  came  undecked  with  orders  of  nobility.  They 
were  not  children  of  fortune  but  of  tribulation.  Persecu¬ 
tion,  not  preference,  brought  them  hither;  but  it  was  a 
persecution  in  which  they  found  a  stem  satisfaction.  They 
cared  little  for  titles,  still  less  for  the  goods  of  this  earth, 
but  for  an  idea  they  would  die.  Measured  by  the  standards 
of  men  of  their  time  they  were  the  humble  of  the  earth. 
Measured  by  later  accomplishments  they  were  the  mighty. 
In  appearance  weak  and  persecuted  they  came, —  rejected, 
despised,  an  insignificant  band;  in  reality,  strong  and  in¬ 
dependent,  a  mighty  host,  of  whom  the  world  was  not 
worthy,  destined  to  free  mankind.  No  captain  ever  led 
his  forces  to  such  a  conquest.  Oblivious  to  rank,  yet  men 
trace  to  them  their  lineage  as  to  a  royal  house. 

Forces  not  ruled  by  man  had  laid  their  unwilling  course. 
As  they  landed,  a  sentinel  of  Providence,  humbler,  nearer 
to  nature  than  themselves,  welcomed  them  in  their  own 
tongue.  They  came  seeking  only  an  abiding  place  on 
earth,  “but  lifted  up  their  eyes  to  heaven,  their  dearest 
countrv,”  says  Governor  Bradford,  “where  God  hath 
prepared  for  them  a  city.”  On  that  abiding  faith  has 
been  reared  an  empire  magnificent  beyond  their  dreams 
of  Paradise. 

Amid  the  solitude  they  set  up  hearthstone  and  altar; 
the  home  and  the  church.  With  arms  in  their  hands  they 
wrung  from  the  soil  their  bread.  With  arms  they  gathered 
in  the  congregation  to  worship  Almighty  God.  But  they 
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"'ere  armed,  that  in  peace  they  might  seek  divine  guidance 
in  righteousness;  no!  that  they  might  prevail  by  force, 
but  that  they  might  do  right  though  they  perished. 

What  an  increase,  material  arid  spiritual,  three  hundred 
years  has  brought  that  little  company  is  known  to  all  the 
earth.  No  like  body  ever  cast  so  great  an  influence  on 
human  history.  Civilization  has  made  of  their  landing 
place  a  shrine.  I  nto  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
has  been  entrusted  the  keeping  of  that  shrine.  To  her  has 
come  the  precious  heritage.  It  will  be  kept  as  it  was 
created,  or  it  will  perish,  not  with  an  earthly  pride  but 
with  a  heaven! v  vision. 

Plymouth  Pock  does  not  mark  a  beginning  or  an  end. 
It  marks  a  revelation  of  that  which  is  without  beginning 
and  without  end,  —  a  purpose,  shining  through  eternity 
with  a  resplendent  light,  un dimmed  even  by  the  imper¬ 
fections  of  men;  and  a  response,  an  answering  purpose, 
from  those  who,  oblivious,  disdainful  of  all  else,  sailed 
hither  seeking  only  for  an  avenue  for  the  immortal  soul. 


Figure  3 
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Cincinnati  and  Cleveland 

By  John  Merz 
SUSCC  Member  #R-2275 


This  is  one  of  the  stories  coming  out  of  the  hurly-burly  abundance  of  commemorative  coins 
starting  in  the  middle  1930’s  and  plunging  into  excess  for  3  or  4  years.  During  1936,  alone,  we 
saw  the  production  of  the  Albany,  Arkansas,  Bay  Bridge,  Boone,  Bridgeport,  Cincinnati, 
Cleveland,  Columbia,  Delaware,  Elgin,  Gettysburg,  Long  Island,  Lynchburg,  Norfolk,  Oregon 
Trail,  Rhode  Island,  Robinson,  San  Diego,  Texas,  Wisconsin,  and  York  half  dollars. 

One  can  imagine  the  frenzied  activity  of  promoters  trying  to  push  their  bills  through  Congress 
in  order  to  hit  big  profits  for  their  favorite  cause,  and/or  themselves,  through  the  sale  of 
commemorative  half  dollars  to  the  public.  Thomas  G.  Melish  was  one  of  them. 

The  following  biography  of  Thomas  Melish  is  reprinted,  with  permission,  from  the  November 
2002  issue  of  The  Numismatist,  titled  “Melish  Distributed  Commemorative  Halves,”  by  Pete 
Smith. 


ANA  Article: 

Melish  Distributed  Commemorative  Halves 

by  Pete  Smith 


Thomas  Melish  fancied  himself  a  pirate. 
During  the  1942  American  Numismatic 
Association  convention  in  Cincinnati,  he 
was  a  host  of  'The  Pirate's  Den"  in  the 
presidential  suite  on  the  25th  floor  of  the 
Netherland  Plaza  Hotel.  The  suite  was  open 
24  hours  a  day  for  refreshments  and 
entertainment. 

Compared  to  the  huge  events  of  recent 
years,  numismatic  conventions  in  those 
days  were  much  smaller.  Just  149  members 
and  70  guests  registered  for  the  1942  show. 
Abe  Kosoff  referred  to  Melish  as  the 
"angel"  of  the  convention,  because  he 
provided  financial  support. 

Dealer  tables  were  lined  up  along 
"Robbers  Row."  Paintings  of  host  club 
members  in  pirate  costumes  decorated  the 


walls  of  The  Pirate's  Den.  While  a  bit  of  an 
artist  himself,  Melish  paid  other  local 
talents  to  paint  the  portraits  from 
photographs.  Kosoff,  who  received  one  of 
these  oil  paintings,  remembered  his 
welcome  to  The  Pirate's  Den  in  a  March  1, 
1967  article  in  Coin  World: 

"For  your  Lady,"  [Melish]  would  an¬ 
nounce,  "we  have  a  diamond  ring." 
With  this  he  would  lead  us  to  the 
buffet  table,  where  a  large  punch  bowl 
contained  rings  into  each  of  which  a 
dime  had  been  set.  Laugh,  I  thought  I 
would  cry  as  he  announced  "Dime 
and  ring.  Get  it?" 

Thomas  Gatch  Melish  was  the  son  of 
William  Bromwell  and  Sallie  Gatch  Melish 
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He  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Cincinnati  and  the  University  of  Cincinnati 
College  of  Law.  Durmg  World  War  I,  he 
worked  in  the  U.S.  Airplane  Production 
Division  as  an  enemy  alien  property 
custodian. 

Melish  was  associated  with  the  Bromwell 
V\  ire  Goods  Company,  founded  in  1819  by 
his  great  grandfather.  He  served  as 
president  for  25  years  and  later  as  president 
of  the  board  of  directors. 

He  was  one  of  several  dealers  in  the 
1930s  and  1940s  who  discovered  make 
money  as  an  exclusive  distributor  for 
United  States  commemorative  coins.  While 
some  legitimate  community  organization 
has  received  profits  from  the  sale  of  the 
commemoratives,  the  distributors  frequent¬ 
ly  took  most  of  the  proceeds.  Melish 
received  authority  from  Congress  to 
distribute  the  1936  Cincinnati  and  Cleve¬ 
land  commemorative  half  dollars. 

In  their  reference  The  Encyclopedia  of 
United  States  Silver  &  Gold  Commemorative 
Coins  1892  to  1954,  authors  Anthony 
Swiatek  and  Walter  Breen  were  highly 
critical  of  the  promoters  of  many  of  these 
commemorative  coins.  In  their  opinion,  the 
Cincinnati  half  was  one  of  the  worst 
examples  of  abuses  in  the  program. 

Sponsormg  the  coin  was  the  Cincinnati 
Musical  Center  Commemorative  Coin 
Association,  with  Melish  serving  as  chair¬ 
man.  There  is  no  record  of  any  committee 
activity  beyond  distributing  and  receiving 
funds  from  sale  of  the  halves. 

The  obverse  of  the  Cincinnati  half  dollar 
features  Stephen  Foster,  whose  only 
connection  with  the  citv  vas  a  brief 

J 

residence  while  working  for  his  brother  as  a 
bookkeeper.  According  to  Swiatek  and 
Breen,  the  1886  date  on  the  reverse  had  no 
significance  other  than  to  market  a  piece  "to 
commemorate  the  50th  anniversary  of 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  as  a  center  of  music."  The 
authors  maintain  that  a  more  appropriate 
image  I  would  show  Melish  and  a  bank 
vault.  The  United  States  Commission  of 


Fine  Arts  challenged  the  historical  facts  and 
rejected  the  design,  but  Congress  approved 
it  anyway. 

United  States  Mint  workers,  wearing 
gloves,  put  the  first  200  pieces  from  each 
mint  in  numbered  envelopes  for  special 
distribution  with  a  signed  certificate.  There 
were  more  collectors  than  the  4800 
additional  set  available,  so  prices  quickly 
rose  above  the  issue  price. 

Although  Melish  complained  that  dealers 
with  connections  could  still  acquire  the 
coins.  Melish  later  griped  that  he  could  not 
obtain  replacements  for  sets  lost  in  the  mail. 
"If  we  have  to  go  out  into  the  open  market 
and  pay  $35.00  or  more  for  the  Cincinnati 
sets,  we  will  go  down  to  the  suspension 
bridge  and  jump  into  the  Ohio  River,  or 
something  like  that!" 

The  1936  Cleveland/ Great  Lakes 
Exposition  half  dollar  had  a  more  legitimate 
basis  than  the  Cincinnati  issue.  Melish  also 
was  treasurer  of  the  Cleveland  Centennial 
Commemorative  Coin  Association.  Again, 
the  first  200  sets  received  special  handling. 
The  mintage  was  higher,  and  the  issue  took 
longer  to  sell.  In  a  1936  letter  to  another 
distributor,  Walter  P.  Nichols,  Melish  stated 
that  24,000  Cleveland  coins  were  sold. 
Apparently  the  1937  issues  (dated  1936)  did 
not  go  as  fast.  In  1942  Melish  still  had 
16,000.  The  commemorative  bubble  had 
burst. 

Melish  was  a  life  member  and  chairman 
of  the  board  of  governors  of  the  Cincinnati 
Numismatic  Association.  He  promoted 
Cincinnati  as  the  site  for  the  ANA's 
headquarters.  He  was  prepared  to  give  the 
Association  $10,000  to  close  the  deal,  but  his 
offer  was  declined.  He  ran  for  the  post  of 
ANA  first  vice  president  in  1940,  but  lost  to 
incumbent  Harvey  L.  Hansen. 

Melish  died  of  pneumonia  on  February 
15,  1948,  at  the  age  of  71.  Abe  Kosoff 
conducted  an  auction  that  included  items 
from  the  Thomas  G.  Melish  Collection 
during  the  Central  States  Numismatic 
Society  convention  on  April  2  7-28, 1956. 


12 


Editors  Note:  Reprinted  by  permission  of  the  “Melish  Distributed  Commemorative  Halves”  by 

American  Numismatic  Association,  818  Cascade  Pete  Smith,  November  2002,  The  Numismatist, 

Ave.,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  809033  (ANA  Web  Pages  1317-1318 

Site:  http://www.money.org1 

Merz  Article  Continued: 

As  we  have  seen  from  the  preceding  biography,  Melish’s  numismatic  motives  certainly  were 
not  lacking  in  manipulation  for  private  gain.  Nevertheless,  his  products  (now,  67  years  later)  are 
part  of  our  rich  numismatic  legacy. 

Five  thousand  Cincinnati  PDS  sets  were  produced.  The  first  photo  page  shows  the  back  of  the 
Cincinnati  holder  that  was  used  to  forward  the  73rd  PDS  set  to  Ralph  Cornell  in  Brooklyn,  NY. 
A  small  brown  Mint  envelope  for  each  coin  was  also  included.  One  can  see  the  prominent 
Melish  signature  as  President  of  the  Cincinnati  Musical  Center  Commemorative  Coin 
Association. 

Since  the  first  200  Cincinnati  PDS  sets  had  the  notarized  certificate  on  the  back,  the  remaining 
4800  PDS  sets  were  contained  in  plain-back  holders.  My  experience  is  that  -  while  not  common 
-  the  plain-back  Cincinnati  holders  are  available  enough  for  anyone  who  wants  to  have  one.  The 
letter  P,  D  or  S  for  the  mint  of  origin  marks  each  opening  of  the  three-coin  holder.  Some  holders 
have  large  PDS  letters,  and  others  have  smaller  letters,  suggesting  at  least  two  production  runs 
for  the  holders. 

The  Cleveland  commemorative  half  dollars  had  a  more  varied  distribution.  Struck  only  at  the 
Philadelphia  mint,  the  first  200  coins  were  contained  in  the  same  simulated  black  alligator-skin 
holders  as  were  the  Cincinnati  coins,  but  with  an  opening  for  one  or  two  coins.  The  second  photo 
page  shows  the  notarized  back  of  the  holder  for  the  14th  coin,  accompanied  by  a  personalized 
certificate  to  the  lucky  owner.  The  third  photo  page  shows  the  back  of  the  two-com  holder  used 
to  send  the  49th  and  51st  coins  to  Mr.  A.  J.  Hoppe  in  Needles,  CA.  (The  50th  com  must  have 
gone  by  itself  to  a  special  customer).  Once  again,  we  see  the  prominent  Melish  signature  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Cleveland  Centennial  Commemorative  Coin  Association. 

An  alternative,  and  less  expensive,  way  for  Melish  to  send  coins  to  subscribers  was  in  a  small 
triangular-flap  envelope  that  held  one  or  two  coins.  The  return  address  is  not,  as  one  might 
expect,  the  “Cleveland  Centennial  Commemorative  Coin  Association”,  but  “THOS.  G. 
MELISH”  IN  BIG  LETTERS.  The  recipient  of  this  particular  coin  marked  the  price  he  paid  and 
the  date  received  on  the  back  of  the  envelope. 

We  see  that  when  Melish  received  a  large  order  of  coins,  such  as  the  ten  requested  by  Miss 
Rose  Levy  of  Garfield,  NJ,  he  apparently  had  no  hesitation  in  using  a  large  envelope  from  his 
ancestral  company,  the  Bromwell  Wire  Goods  Co.,  as  seen  in  photo  4. 

Melish  handled  the  distribution  of  both  the  Cincinnati  and  Cleveland  half  dollars  from  his 
office  in  Cincinnati.  The  return  addresses  on  all  of  these  mailing  envelopes  suggest  that  the 
Cincinnati  Musical  Center  Commemorative  Coin  Association,  the  Cleveland  Centennial 
Commemorative  Coin  Association  and  the  Bromwell  Wire  Goods  Co.  were  all  co-located,  and 
controlled  by  Mr.  Melish. 

A  part  of  the  distribution  of  Cleveland  half-dollars  was  not  controlled  by  Melish,  because 
some  of  the  coins  were  available  in  small,  numbered  envelopes  at  the  Great  Lakes  Exposition  in 
Cleveland  in  1936  as  illustrated  in  photo  4. 

Eventually,  the  promotional  zeal  of  Melish  and  others  resulted  in  the  end  of  commemorative 
coins  by  1955.  They  were  not  to  be  resumed  again  until  1982  with  Elizabeth  Jones’  half-dollar 
design  honoring  George  Washington. 
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1946-1951 

Booker  T.  Washington 


By  Anthony  Swiatek 


Reason  for  issue:  To  perpetuate  the  ideals  and  teachings  of  Booker  T.  Washington,  and  to 
raise  funds  to  purchase,  construct  and  maintain  memorials  to  his  memory. 

Authorized  per  Act  of  August  7,  1946:  5,000,000 


Official  sale  price: 1946:  $1  plus  10C  postage  per  com 

1946  DS:  $1.50  each 

1947  PDS:  $6.00  set,  plus  30C  postage 

1948  PDS:  $7.50  set,  plus  30c  postage 

1949  PDS:  $8.50  set,  plus  30C  postage 

1950  PDS:  $8.50  set,  plus  30c  postage;  $1  for  S  Mint  coin 

1951  PDS:  $8.50  set,  plus  30C  postage;  $3  each 

Production  Figures 


Date 

Business 

Assay 

Proofs 

Melted 

Net 

1946 

Strikes 

Coins 

Mintage 

1,000,000 

546 

4? 

500,000* 

500,000* 

1946-D 

200,000 

113 

4? 

100,000* 

100,000* 
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1946-S 

500,000 

279 

4? 

180,000* 

320,000* 

1947 

100,000 

17 

0 

90,000* 

10,000* 

1947-D 

100,000 

17 

0 

90,000* 

10,000* 

1947-S 

100,000 

17 

0 

90,000* 

10,000* 

1948 

20,000 

5 

0 

12,000 

8,000 

1948-D 

20,000 

5 

0 

12,000 

8,000 

1948-S 

20,000 

5 

0 

12,000 

8,000 

1949 

12,000 

4 

0 

6,000 

6,000 

1949-D 

12,000 

4 

0 

6,000 

6,000 

1 949-S 

12,000 

4 

0 

6,000 

6,000 

1950 

12,000 

4 

0 

6,000 

6,000 

1950-D 

12,000 

4 

0 

6,000 

6,000 

1950-S 

512,000 

91 

0 

235,000* 

277,000* 

1951 

510,000 

82 

0 

230,631* 

279,369* 

1951-D 

12,000 

4 

0 

5,000 

7,000 

1951-S 
*  Estimate 

12,000 

4 

0 

5,000 

7,000 

Approximate 

Current  Market 

Values 

Date 

MS-60 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

MS-66 

1946  PDS 

$40 

$68 

$78 

$125 

$550 

1947  PDS 

65 

78 

115 

255 

1750 

1948  PDS 

130 

138 

145 

190 

1100 

1949  PDS 

200 

210 

215 

315 

725 

1950  PDS 

110 

125 

140 

200 

1375 

1951  PDS 

95 

135 

150 

200 

850 

1946-P  TYPE 

14 

17 

20 

45 

165 

Designs  by  Isaac  Scott  Hathaway 


OBVERSE:  Portrayed  is  the  bust  of  leading  American  educator  Booker  Taliaferro  Washington 
(1858-1915).  He  is  facing  three  quarters  to  the  right.  His  name  is  placed  in  the  lower  border, 
while  the  words  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  are  located  around  the  upper  border.  Washington 
appears  to  be  looking  at  the  inscription  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM,  in  two  lines  in  the  right  field.  Situated 
in  the  left  field  are  the  words  HALF  DOLLAR.  Appearing  above  the  denomination  is  the  date  of 
issue.  This  can  be  from  1946  through  1951. 

REVERSE:  Depicted  is  the  Hall  of  Fame,  a  structure  which  is  composed  of  a  series  of  columns 
that  are  set  at  regular  intervals,  which  support  the  base  of  observed  roof  structure.  This 
colonnade,  located  at  New  York  University,  houses  many  busts  and  tablets  which  honor  famous 
Americans.  Located  above  the  legend  LIBERTY  in  the  lower  border  is  the  unfortunate  residence 
of  Booker  T.  Washington  —  a  slave  cabin.  Mint  mark  (D  or  S)  appears  below.  In  the  left  field  are 
the  words  FRANKLIN  COUNTY,  VA.  (in  three  lines)  which  indicate  his  birthplace.  Situated 
between  the  two  structures  is  the  inscription  FROM  SLAVE  CABIN  TO  HALL  OF  FAME,  while 
encircling  almost  80  percent  of  this  reverse  in  the  border  area  is  the  inscription  BOOKER  T. 
WASHINGTON  MEMORIAL.  The  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  is  located  in  the  lower  left  field.  This  issue 
was  created  by  Isaac  Scott  Hathaway,  who  also  created  the  George  Washington  Carver-Booker 
T.  Washington  commemorative  half  dollars. 
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ORIGINS  OF  THE  B.T.W. 


The  Coinage  Weight  and  Measure  Committee  met  on  July  2, 1946,  to  consider  several  House 
resolutions.  They  dealt  with  the  possible  creation  of  the  Iowa,  B.T.W.  and  Will  Rogers 
commemorative  half  dollars.  For  whatever  reason,  the  latter  bill  (HR  98  and  HR  1281)  was 
never  reported  out  of  committee.  However,  the  other  two  half  dollar  bills  (HR  6528  and  HR 
2377)  were  unanimously  passed  July  15,  1946,  after  just  31  minutes  of  discussion.  Congressman 
McCormack  (MA)  commented  that  he'd  never  seen  a  bill  acted  on  so  quickly  (except  for 
emergency  legislation)  after  it  was  reported  out  of  committee!  Less  than  one  month  later,  on 
August  7,  1946,  President  Truman  authorized  their  minting.  The  B.T.W.  Act  stated  the  issue 
could  be  produced  by  the  Mints,  but  for  not  more  than  a  five-year  period. 

Well-known  artist  Charles  Keck  previously  designed  the  Lynchburg,  Vermont  and  Panama- 
Pacific  ($1)  commemorative  coinage.  He  was  solicited  to  create  an  appropriate  representation 
for  this  issue.  His  models  were  accepted  by  the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts  and  Dr.  Phillips. 
Suddenly  an  obscure  Black  designer  by  the  name  of  Isaac  Scott  Hathaway  entered  the  scene. 
This  indie  idual  possessed  the  only  existing  life  mask  of  Washington  —  and  offered  to  prepare 
models  free  of  charge.  The  Commission  recommended  his  work.  Keck  was  offended.  However, 
Keck  was  paid  for  his  work  and  bid  farewell.  Reverse  drawing  was  provided  by  a  nameless 
Commission  member. 

The  issue  was  marketed  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  S.J.  Phillips,  who  was  quite  influential 
among  the  Baptists  and  black  Elks.  He  exclaimed  that  a  sell-out  of  the  entire  mintage  would  be 
a  reality  withm  three  months.  Great  expectations!  Production  begin  at  the  Mints  in  December 
1946.  (I'm  often  asked:  "Was  the  B.T.W.  or  Iowa  struck  first?"  The  Iowa  was  first  struck  on 
November  20,  1946.)  On  the  14th  of  that  month,  the  B.T.W.  Birthplace  Memorial  Commission 
began  taking  orders.  However,  sales  were  disappointing.  In  February  1947,  Stack's  of  New  York 
City  was  appointed  authorized  agent.  In  November,  the  Philadelphia  Mint  produced  100,000 
coins,  the  following  month,  the  branch  Mints  did  likewise.  Sales  for  this  issue  were  not  up  to 
expectations,  because  the  mintage  figure  was  high  and  the  issue  was  not  of  a  new  design.  It  sold 
as  a  set  for  $6,  plus  30<t  postage. 

In  May  1948,  each  of  the  three  Mints  produced  20,000  coins.  The  set  was  distributed  by 
Stack  s,  Bebee  s  of  Omaha  and  the  Commission.  However,  the  famous  Nebraska  dealer 
ad\  ertised  as  its  exclusive  distributor  for  $7.50  per  set.  To  help  protect  the  design  from  bag 
marks,  etc.,  Bebee  s  had  the  Mints  place  each  coin  in  a  cellophane  envelope.  The  charge  per  coin 
was  50C.  Be  aware  that  the  pieces  were  made  using  high  speed  presses.  After  they  bounced  off 
each  other  and  resided  in  a  bin,  they  were  then  put  in  the  envelope!  Also  be  aware  that  special 
handlmg  cannot  prevent  lack  of  fill  marks  on  BTW's  portrait.  They  resemble  small  cuts  and 
scratches  and  are  a  characteristic  of  striking.  Sales  were  not  up  to  expectations. 

During  January  1949,  the  Mint  facilities  each  produced  12,000  of  these  commemorative  half 
dollars.  They  were  sold  at  $8.50  per  three-piece  set.  Ditto  1948  sales  expectancies  for  this  issue. 

In  January  1950,  Philadelphia  and  Denver  struck  12,000  coins  each.  However,  the  San 
Francisco  Mint  created  512,000  of  these  B.T.W.  half  dollars,  supposedly  designated  for  building 
additional  schools  and  hospitals.  (To  date  no  evidence  can  be  located  to  prove  any  were  built 
through  this  promotion  of  the  1950  and  1951  issue.)  Set  also  sold  for  $8.50. 

In  January  1951,  the  Philadelphia  Mint  struck  60,000  BTW  coins,  while  the  branch  Mints 
produced  12,000  each.  In  August,  a  needless  450,000  pieces  were  struck  at  Philadelphia.  Three- 
piece  set  was  sold  for  $10.  (Examine  the  tabulation  at  the  beginning  of  the  chapter  for  all  issues 
returned  for  melting  and  used  for  assay  purposes.) 

The  hopes  of  Dr.  Phillips  selling  out  the  entire  authorization  never  materialized. 
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THE  B.T.W.  TODAY 


In  circulated  condition,  the  higher  mintage  dates,  especially  the  1946  coinage  plus  1950-S 
and  1951-P  pieces,  are  the  easiest  to  locate.  They  also  are  the  least  expensive  of  all  the 
commemorative  coinage  produced  from  1892  through  1954,  except  for  the  common  date 
Washington-Carver  issues,  which  are  equally  priced. 

Value  spread  for  the  common  dates  grading  EF-AU  up  to  MS-64  is  so  little  that  one  cannot 
afford  to  think  anything  but  MS-64!  Our  1946  set  is  so  abundant  that  it  should  only  be  acquired 
for  the  joy  of  collecting  in  grades  up  to  MS-64.  In  MS-65  condition,  the  Denver  coin  is  rarer  than 
the  other  two  Mint  strikings  which  are  about  equally  as  rare.  Situation  exists  that  the  issue  is  not 
popular  with  most  collectors  and  there  are  better  dates  within  the  series  to  choose  from. 
Excellent  future  in  the  very  underrated  Denver  MS-66  grade  and  higher  states.  Also  like  the 
other  two  issues  in  MS-67  condition,  the  1947  set  is  the  rarest  set  within  the  series!  At  present,  it 
is  not  that  difficult  to  locate  up  to  MS-63  condition.  In  strict  MS-64+  status,  it  is  quite 
undervalued.  Grading  strict  MS-64+,  the  Denver  coin  will  be  the  hardest  to  locate,  followed  by 
the  San  Francisco  and  Philadelphia  coins.  In  our  MS-65  category  it  can  be  somewhat  difficult  to 
acquire.  Rated  MS-66,  the  set  is  quite  undervalued  and  difficult  to  locate.  In  MS-67  they  are  rare 
coins.  To  date,  no  Denver  production  has  been  slabbed  MS-67!  When  thinking  B.T.W.,  think 
1947. 

The  1948  issue  is  not  difficult  to  locate  in  grades  up  to  MS-64.  Undervalued  in  strict  MS-64+ 
and  loftier  states.  In  MS-64  condition  the  San  Francisco  coin  is  slightly  more  difficult  to  locate 
than  the  other  issues  which  are  equally  as  rare.  Labeled  strict  MS-65,  it  is  somewhat  underrated. 
Situation  is  such  that  there  are  a  number  of  dates  from  which  to  select.  Thus,  a  lack  of  interest 
here.  In  MS-65,  it's  more  abundant  than  the  other  creations,  which  are  equal  in  status.  Really 
undervalued  in  the  loftier  grades. 

Our  1949  set  was  once  labeled  the  "King  of  Series,"  due  to  its  low  mintage.  That's  now 
changed,  based  on  current  gradmg  standards  and  slabbing  population  awareness.  It  is 
underrated,  but  not  that  difficult  to  locate,  based  on  present  demand,  up  to  your  MS-64  level. 

In  the  latter  grade,  the  San  Francisco  coin  is  the  more  difficult  to  locate.  The  P  and  D  Mints 
are  equal  in  rarity.  Grading  MS-65,  it  is  just  the  opposite.  The  S  Mint  is  more  abundant.  Real 
future  lies  at  the  loftier  levels. 

The  1950  trio  can  be  located  with  little  difficulty,  at  present,  up  to  MS-63+  condition.  In 
grades  MS-64  and  higher,  it  is  underrated.  It's  the  P  and  D  Mints  which  are  the  rarer, 
undervalued  coins  that  make  the  set  in  our  MS-64  and  MS-65  categories.  Future  definitely  lies 
in  the  loftier  grades. 

Our  final  three-coin  production  is  dated  1951.  It's  underrated  in  grades  MS-64  and  higher. 
In  the  MS-64  category,  the  S  Mint  will  be  the  hardest  to  locate  followed  by  the  Denver  and  more 
abundant  Philadelphia  striking.  Grading  MS-65,  P  and  D  coinage,  are  about  equally  as  rare, 
while  the  S  striking  is  the  more  abundant.  Future  lies  in  the  higher  status  coinage. 

Luster  will  range  for  the  entire  issue  from  prooflike  (repolished  dies),  to  semi-prooflike,  to 
brilliant  satiny,  to  satiny,  to  dull  satiny.  Strike  will  seldom  present  a  grade-value  lowering 
problem.  However,  those  numismatic  villains,  in  the  form  of  bag  marks,  lack  of  metal  fill  marks 
(resembling  small  scratches  or  cuts),  reed  marks,  abrasions,  slide  marks  and  hairline  scratches, 
plague  the  obverse  portrait,  which  is  your  primary  focal  area.  The  surrounding  field  also  takes 
its  share  of  hits.  Design  offers  the  reverse  more  protection.  Primary  focal  area  is  the  log  cabin 
and  surrounding  field.  When  acquiring  this  issue,  attempt  to  locate  a  flashy  lookmg  coin  with  a 
portrait  as  free  of  negatives  as  possible. 

To  date,  some  error  coinage  has  been  reported,  but  has  not  been  examined  by  your  author. 
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On  the  046- P  issue,  a  depression  can  be  observed  in  the  area  of  B.T.W.'s  cheekbone  on  some 
creations.  \\  ithin  the  said  can  be  observed  tracing  concentric  marks  which  were  transferred  to 
the  die  from  the  hub  which  created  the  coin.  They  were  made  by  the  JANVIER  lathe's  pointed 
engraving  tool.  1  he  noted  should  have  been  removed  via  polishing  at  the  mint.  To  date,  no 
counterfeits  have  entered  the  marketplace. 


Is  Your  B.  T.  W.  Circ  or  Mint  State? 

Obverse:  Wear  will  first  develop  on  the  cheekbone  of  Booker  T.  Washington.  Should  his  portrait 
look  exceptional,  examine  your  raw  or  unslabbed  coin  for  possible  doctoring. 

Reverse:  Wear  will  be  observed  on  corn's  central  inscription  from  SLAVE  CABIN,  etc.  and  on 
length  of  lower,  horizontal  section  of  the  Hall  of  Fame. 

Related  material 

The  1946  issue  was  distributed  in  plain  paper  envelopes  and  several  types  of  black  leatherette 
cardboard  holders.  These  have  openings  for  three  coins,  contained  by  a  movable  celluloid  strip. 
Value  these  holders  at  $125  to  $200.  Depending  on  the  quality  and  eye-appealing  color  of  the 
coins  enclosed  -should  they  be  iridescently  toned  and  to  what  degree-  the  set  can  bring  $1,000+. 
just  be  certain  the  enclosed  pieces  are  not  artificially  colored!  Stack's  holders  (6"  X  31/8")  is 
imprinted  in  silver  with  their  name  and  New  York  City  at  the  bottom.  The  Memorial's  New 
York  Headquarters  (261  W.  125th  St.,  N.Y.  27,  N.Y.)  distributed  the  three  coin  set  in  a  similar 
holder  (6"  X  3")  with  their  12  line  blue  imprinted  advertisement  glued  to  the  reverse.  Imprinted 
in  gold  ink  on  the  upper  front  part  is  the  BOOKER  T.  WASHINGTON  MEMORIAL  HALF  DOLLAR. 
Beneath  the  coin  openings  are  the  Mint  marks  P,  D,  S  and  below  bottom,  STRUCK  AT  THREE 
UNITED  STATES  MINTS  ($75-$125).  It  was  also  forwarded  in  the  same  holder,  but  without  the 
reverse  promotion  ($50-$100). 

Christmas  cards  with  two  different  scenes  housed  one  coin,  while  a  mailing  card  entitled  the 
GEMS  OF  WISDOM  had  a  com  taped  to  its  inner  right  centerspread.  Others  were  sold  as  prizes  in  a 
colorful,  10-coin  punch  board  ($3,500).  Christmas  holders  can  be  worth  $500  to  $625.  Another 
rare  item  is  the  BTW  Memorial  contest  certificate  which  is  a  facsimile  of  a  $3,500  check.  If  your 
name  was  selected  first  —  and  $12  were  donated  —  you  were  the  winner.  These  items  have  sold 
for  between  $475  and  $550  when  available.  Only  two  have  ever  been  seen. 

Sets  dated  194/  thiough  1951  were  housed  in  cellophane  envelopes,  then  placed  inside  a 
paper  envelope.  Bebee's  also  offered  a  single  piece  in  a  brown  com  envelope  (2X2)  as  an  official 
souvenir  of  the  194/  New  Orleans  Mardi  Gras.  It  was  imprinted  with  black  ink  on  back  flip,  his 
address  and  $1.25.  As  they  are  quite  easily  duplicated,  they  are  worth  only  $10  to  $20. 


Future  Potential  of  the  Booker  T.  Washington  Half  Dollars 


DATE 

Population  Figures  (NGC  and  PCGS  combined) 
MS-64  MS-65  MS-66 

MS-67 

1946 

1319 

1438 

422 

40 

1946-D 

752 

828 

247 

30 

1946-S 

1158 

1319 

420 

58 

1947 

407 

555 

74 

2 

1947-D 

284 

383 

82 

1 
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1947-S 

282 

595 

177 

3 

1948 

373 

657 

132 

1 

1948-D 

370 

628 

203 

1 

1948-S 

291 

737 

232 

4 

1949 

381 

707 

174 

5 

1949-D 

405 

661 

203 

4 

1949-S 

255 

802 

309 

9 

1950 

268 

503 

111 

2 

1950-D 

318 

487 

97 

2 

1950-S 

406 

989 

374 

17 

1951 

796 

644 

99 

5 

1951-D 

270 

510 

168 

8 

1951-S 

140 

612 

316 

17 

To  date,  no  B.T.W.  coinage  has  been  encapsulated  MS-68. 

All  of  this  creation  should  be  acquired  only  for  the  joy  of  collecting,  up  to  grades  MS-64. 
Interest  in  the  series  is  lacking.  Were  this  to  change,  prices  would  rise.  Pass  on  the  dull,  dark 
and  unattractive  individual  coin  or  set. 

Most  people  who  own  BTW  MS-64  coinage  usually  observe  enough  surface  negatives  to  not 
even  consider  slabbing.  They  believe  it  isn't  worthwhile,  with  the  cost  of  slabbing,  and  price 
levels  so  low.  Census  would  be  much  higher  if  they  submitted!  Should  MS-64  coinage  be 
desired,  consider  the  1951-S,  1949-S,  1947-D,  1947-S,  1948-S,  1950-P  and  1951-D  strikings! 
Average  potential  in  this  rating. 

At  current  levels,  all  sets  are  quite  underrated.  Problem  stems  from  lack  of  heavy  interest  in 
the  series.  Howbeit,  when  the  market  heat  arrives,  prices  will  rise!  I  would  rate  the  1947-D, 
1950-P  and  1950-D  as  the  rarest  issues  in  MS-65  condition.  The  1946-P  and  S  strikings  are  the 
most  abundant  and  easiest  to  obtam  followed  by  the  1950-S  and  1949-S  issues. 

Unless  one  desires  the  complete  set  in  MS-65  condition,  I  would  only  recommend  the  1947- 
D,  1950-P  and  1950-D  for  type  acquisition.  Pieces  should  be  attractive.  It  will  cost  more  than  the 
common  type  coin. 

They  offer  very  good  to  excellent  future  potential.  Except  for  the  most  common  issues  which 
possess  little  potential,  the  less  abundant  dates  such  as  the  1951-P,  1947-D,  1950-P,  1951-D  and 
1947-S  offer  good  to  very  good  future  potential.  I  would  reduce  population  figures  for  each  date 
between  10%  and  20%. 

As  you  may  have  gathered,  the  real  value  for  the  rarer  individual  type  coins  and  some  sets 
are  unjustly  held  down  by  the  more  abundant  MS-64  and  MS-65  1946-1951  BTW  coinage  within 
the  series.  Population  figures  m  total  certainly  reflect  large  availability,  should  a  type  coin  be 
needed.  What  should  matter  is  the  attractiveness  of  the  silver  disk.  Too  many  coins  that  I've 
encountered  which  graded  MS-65,  didn't  give  a  flicker!  When  contemplating  acquisition,  it 
should  not  be  of  the  common  variety. 

At  current  levels,  all  recommended  issues  are  certainly  undervalued.  The  individual 
striking  and  three-piece  sets  are  too  cheap.  However,  it's  a  get  in-get  out  quick  situation  for  the 
grade. 

I  would  rate  the  1947-P  the  rarest  issue  in  MS-66  condition  along  with  the  1947-D,  1950-D, 
1950-P  and  1951-P.  Specimens  dated  1948-P,  1951-D,  1949-P  and  1947-S  won't  be  much  easier  to 
locate.  Your  1949-D  striking  also  won't  be  too  readily  available.  BTWs  dated  1949-S,  1951-S  and 
1950-S  will  be  somewhat  more  procurable  than  the  previous  dates.  They  certainly  won't  be  seen 
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in  abundance,  as  most  reside  in  collections.  One's  easiest  chance  of  possessing  a  MS-66  BTW 
type  com  or  sel  lies  in  the  1946-S,  1946-P  and  1946-D  commemorative  production. 

In  MS-66  condition,  1  strongly  suggest  the  1947, 1948  and  1951  PDS  sets,  [and] 

1950  PDS,  1949-P ,  1949-D,  1951-P  AND  1951-D  for  type  acquisition.  Needless  to  say,  I  don't 

know  ot  too  many  people  who  would  not  find  a  complete  eye-appealing  BTW  MS-66  set 
desirable! 

In  MS-6/  condition,  the  1946  issues  make  up  the  most  of  your  population  (128  pcs.).  A 
delight  to  add  to  your  collection.  One  beautiful  slabbed  NGC  rainbow  toned  1946-S  specimen 
sold  for  $1,500!  Bid  price  for  the  set  was  $2,000!  What  does  bid  mean  in  this  instance?  Excellent 
future  potential  for  all  dates! 

Three  dates  have  been  granted  the  lofty  MS-68  status:  1946-D  (1);  1946-S  (4)  and  1948-S  (1). 
These  can  bring  out  of  this  world  prices,  depending  on  their  make  up,  such  as  color,  brightness 
and  eye  appeal. 


DATE 

1946 
1946-D 

1946- S 

1947 

1947- D 

1947- S 

1948 

1948- D 

1948- S 

1949 

1949- D 

1949- S 

1950 

1950- D 

1950- S 

1951 

1951- D 
1951-S 


NGC  Prooflike  BTW  Census 


MS-64  MS-65  MS-66 

00  0  o 

0  0  0 

7  2  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

20  42  13 

0  2  0 

0  0  0 

10  11  2 

2  6  0 

0  0  0 

0  1  0 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

8  25  13 

0  0  0 

0  1  0 

2  13  9 


MS-67 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 


No  Proof  Like  coins  have  been  graded  MS-68  to  date.  Three  1947-S  pieces  have  been  slabbed 
MS-63. 


Should  one  possess  prooflike  MS-63  pieces,  it  will  pay  to  submit  if  it  is  not  cleaned  or 
whizzed.  Com  will  certainly  bring  much  more  money  than  if  kept  unslabbed!  PL  surface  must 
be  present  on  both  side  of  the  coin!  These  creations  produced  from  repolished  dies  are  not 
abundant  as  one  can  observe.  I  know  of  collectors  who  will  pay  many  times  over  bid  for  the 
issue.  They  resemble  near  brilliant  Proofs.  Excellent  future  potential  in  all  grades. 

Be  aware  of  the  unscrupulous  offering  raw  or  unslabbed  PL  specimens  offered  for  sale. 
Many  which  were  evaluated  in  coin  collections  or  have  crossed  my  path  at  coin  shows  had  been 
polished  or  dipped  m  liquid  mercury  on  a  few  occasions,  to  dupe  the  uninformed.  Other 
legitimate  pieces  were  whizzed  on  BTW's  portrait  to  improve  the  coin's  appearance  and  grade 
or  were  cleaned  and  not  slabbable,  while  others  were  PL  on  only  one  side. 


24 


o *=> r: M  i  rs: o  csleowation 

Fcbrujry  12,  1943  I  Vbru  \ry  12,  1943 


j}  n  n  k  1'  r  (L  Washington  i>irt  up  lari'  jii  nun  rial 

1  iH-orporuted  uiuler  1  hr  l.av,s  of  1  !.<>  (’oininoinvi-ultli  of  Virginia 

[a  NOfi-PHOF  IT  CDUCATIONAL  INSTITUTION  J 

ESrA3L.SHED  AT  HIS  BIRTHPlaCC  IN  FRANKLIN  COUNTY.  VIR3INIA.  TO  COMMEMORATE 
HIS  LI  Ft  AINO  TO  PERPETUATE  HIS  IDEALS  AND  TEACHINGS 

POST  OFFICE 

Booker  Washington  Birthplace,  Virginia 


Dear  Friend: 

We  are  today  sending  your  order  for  Booker 
T.  Washington  Coins.  It  gave  us  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  and  satisfaction  to  fill  this  order. 

We  have  exercised  every  care  in  handling  these 
coins  and  hope  that  you  will  be  pleased  with 
the  condition  in  which  you  receive  them.  We 
have  selected  the  best  specimen  that  we  could 
lor  your  order. 

The  net  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  these 
coins  will  go  towards  perpetuating  the  ideals 
and  teachings  of  Booker  T.  Washington  through 
the  establishment  of  a  "Service  Memorial"  at 
his  birth  place  in  Franklin  County,  Virginia. 

Your  name  has  been  placed  in  our  permanent 
files  and  you  will  hea-r  from  us  from  time  to 
time  as  our  program  develops.  It  will  be  a 
great  source  of  pleasure  to  us  if  you  would 
kindly  ask  some  of  your  friends  to  help  us  in 
this  worthy  cause.  For  your  convenience  we  are 
inclosing  a  few  blanks  for  this  purpose. 

Sincerely  yours, 

BOOKER  T.  WASHINGTON 

BIRTHPLACE  MEMORIAL 


President 


“Jrrom  Slain'  (Unhiu  in  Hall  rf  Jianic” 


S  J  P /s 
I  n  c  1  . 
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1951-1954 


George  Washington  Carver  — 
Booker  T.  Washington 

Reason  for  issue:  To  commemorate  the  lives  of  Booker  T.  Washington  and  George 
Washington  Carver. 


Authorized  per  Act  of  September  21,  1951:  Supplemental  Act  allowed  the  unissued  Booker  T. 
\\  ashmgton  authorization  to  be  used  for  the  Carver- Washingtons.  Therefore,  authorization 
wras  3,415,631,  consisting  of  1,834,000  uncoined,  1,581,631  melted  BTWs. 

Official  sale  price:  $10  per  set  of  3  coins.  (However,  many  1952  Phildelphia  coins  were  sold  at 
or  near  face  value  by  banks;  ditto  the  1953-S  and  to  a  lesser  degree,  the  1954-S  issue.) 


Production  Figures 


Date 

Business 

Strikes 

Assay 

Coins 

1951 

110,000 

118 

1951-D 

10,000 

4 

1951-S 

10,000 

4 

1952 

2,006,000 

292 

1952-D 

8,000 

6 

1952-S 

8,000 

6 

1953 

8,000 

3 

1953-D 

8,000 

3 

1953-S 

108,000 

20 

Proofs 

Melted 

Net 

Mintage 

0 

70,000* 

40,000* 

0 

0 

10,000 

0 

0 

10,000 

0 

883,000 

1123,000* 

0 

0 

8,000 

0 

0 

8,000 

0 

0 

8,000 

0 

0 

8,000 

0 

60,000* 

48,000* 
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1954 

12,000 

6 

0  40,000 

8,000 

1954-D 

12,006 

6 

0  4,000 

8,000 

1954-S 
*  Estimate 

122,000 

24 

0  80,198* 

41,802* 

Approximate  Current  Market  Values 

MS-60 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

MS-66 

1951  PDS  Set 

$80 

$100 

$125 

$500 

$1825 

1952  PDS  Set 

75 

110 

135 

375 

1650 

1953  PDS  Set 

75 

110 

145 

510 

1650 

1954  PDS  Set 

75 

95 

110 

385 

1650 

1952-P  Type 

14 

18 

22 

55 

475 

Designs  by  Isaac  Scott  Hathaway 


Obverse:  Depicted  are  the  jugate  busts  of  George  Washington  Carver  and  Booker  Taliaferro 
Washington,  facing  right.  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  and  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM 
form  an  outer  border  with  three  decorative  stars.  An  inner  border  is  formed  by  their  names  and 
denomination.  Date  of  issue  is  located  at  the  nape  of  G.W.C. 

Reverse:  Portrayed  is  map  of  the  United  States  superimposed  with  the  initials  U.S.A.  The 
inscription  FREEDOM  AND  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  ALL  and  the  word  AMERICANISM  separated  by  two 
decorative  stars  on  each  side  are  located  around  the  outer  border.  The  Mint  mark,  when 
present,  is  located  above  the  letter  IC  of  AMERICANISM. 


ORIGINS  OF  THE  CARVER-WASHINGTON 

Dr.  S.J.  Phillips  had  to  sell  the  balance  of  the  original  Booker  T.  Washington  authorization  by 
the  August  7,  1951,  deadline.  Such  became  an  impossibility.  In  order  to  raise  more  funds,  he 
helped  engineer  the  passage  of  a  bill  which  became  the  supplementary  Act  of  September  21, 
1951.  Inserted  was  a  clause  which  cited  that  profits  would  be  used  "to  oppose  the  spread  of 
Communism  among  Negroes,  in  the  interest  of  the  national  defense."  Remember  that  this 
occurrence  was  taking  place  during  the  McCarthy  anti-communist  hysteria  years!  The  magic 
words  were  successful,  as  the  bill  was  passed  and  quickly  signed  by  President  Truman.  To  Dr. 
Phillips,  this  victory  meant  the  usage  of  the  remaining  1,834,000  B.T.W.  authorization,  plus  the 
melting  and  reincarnating  into  new  coinage  the  balance  held  by  his  Commission  and  Treasury 
Department.  Now  3,415,631  Carver-Washingtons  would  become  a  reality! 

Original  anti-communist  designs  created  by  Hathaway  were  rejected  by  Dean  Acheson, 
Secretary  of  State.  Virtually  all  of  the  accepted  composition  had  to  be  altered  by  Chief  Mint 
Engraver  Gilroy  Roberts.  This  was  especially  true  of  the  reverse,  since  the  map  of  America  was 
higher  than  the  border  of  its  design.  This  meant  the  coin  would  not  stack.  The  lettering  was 
poor.  With  the  aforesaid  and  those  high  relief  portraits,  this  coin  would  be  impossible  to  strike, 
due  to  metal  flow  problems.  In  fact,  careful  examination  of  the  map  will  reveal  that  Delaware 
and  part  of  Maryland  were  omitted. 

In  December  1951,  the  Philadelphia  Mint  struck  110,000  Carver-Washington,  while  the 
branch  Mints  each  produced  10,000  such  coins.  Official  distributors  were  Bebee's,  Stack's  and  R. 
Green  of  Chicago.  Sets  were  sold  at  $10  each,  while  individual  coins  were  offered  at  $5.50. 
During  March  1952,  the  Philadelphia  Mint  struck  2,006,000  coins.  It  was  hoped  that  various 
banks  could  distribute  quantities  of  individual  pieces  at  premium  prices.  Thus,  the  larger 
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mintages.  1  he  idea  was  a  bust  as  large  numbers  were  sold  at  or  close  to  face  value.  Both  Denver 
and  San  Francisco  produced  8,000  pieces.  They  were  distributed  by  the  same  firms,  at  the  same 
set  price. 

In  January  1953,  Philadelphia  and  Denver  each  struck  8,000  Carver-Washingtons  while  the 
San  Francisco  facility  produced  108,000  pieces.  Stack's  did  not  care  to  offer  its  services. 
Distributorships  now  were  opened  to  almost  any  firm.  The  sets  were  sold  at  $10.00  each.  During 
January  1954,  the  Mints  each  produced  6,000  half  dollars.  Ditto  the  following  month.  However, 
between  August  1-6,  the  San  Francisco  Mint  struck  110,000  additional  halves.  No  more 
commemorative  coinage  would  be  minted  until  July  1, 1982!  The  three-piece  set  sold  for  $10.  By 
the  end  of  the  year,  sales  came  to  a  standstill.  Few  cared  about  the  issue.  The  writing  was  on  the 
wall,  thus  1,091,198  were  returned  for  melting. 


THE  CARVER-WASHINGTON  TODAY 

As  with  the  BTVV  issue,  the  larger  1952-P,  1953-S  and  1954-S  strikings  will  be  located  with  no 
trouble  in  grades  EF-AL  through  MS-64  condition.  Value  spread  is  almost  nonexistent,  so  think 
MS-64.  In  fact,  the  entire  1951-1954  coinage  can  be  located  with  little  effort  in  grades  MS-60 
through  MS-64.  Current  values  are  somewhat  low,  but  few  seem  to  care.  When  promoted,  the 
sets  rise  in  worth  to  some  degree.  However,  when  the  promotion  is  over,  prices  return  to  past 
levels.  Set  rarity  order  in  MS-64  condition:  1951,  1953,  1952,  1954.  Best  bet  singles  within  the 
series  are  the  1951-S,  1952-S,  1953-P  and  1952-D.  Acquire  for  the  joy  of  collecting.  Future  lies  in 
the  MS-65  category.  Best  MS-65  singles  within  the  series  are  the  1951-P,  1952-D,  1953-D,  1953-P 
and  1954-D. 

Set  rarity  order  in  MS-65  condition:  1954,  1953,  1951,  1952.  In  MS-66  condition,  we  are 
talking  about  a  rare  coin,  if  accurately  graded!  The  only  date  that  one  might  have  a  fair  chance 
of  acquiring  slabbed  by  the  major  services  (NGC,  PCGS)  is  the  1952  Philadelphia  striking. 
Current  population  is  174  pieces.  Have  a  client  who  keeps  attempting  to  have  this  seven  1952-P 
encapsulations  upgraded  with  no  success.  To  date,  he  has  destroyed  twenty-eight  insert 
grading  labels.  Actual  census  is  146.  That's  a  small  pop  figure!  Luster  will  range  from  semi¬ 
prooflike,  to  very  brilliant  satiny,  to  satiny,  to  dull  satiny  for  the  series.  I  have  seen  some  semi¬ 
prooflike  1952  Philadelphia  pieces.  Strike  will  cause  a  grade-value  lowering.  Weakness  will  be 
observed  on  the  heads  of  these  two  Black  educators,  as  well  as  on  the  superimposed  letters 
(U.S.A.),  especially  the  period  after  the  S,  and  map.  What  really  downgrades  this  coin  are  those 
numismatic  negatives  such  as  bag  marks,  lack  of  metal  fill  marks,  slide  marks,  hairline 
scratches,  and  abrasions  on  your  primary  focal  portraits  and  reverse  map,  then  surrounding 
fields.  Attempt  to  locate  eye  appealing  Carver-Washingtons  which  are  virtually  free  of 
detracting  marks  and  are  well  struck.  If  acquiring  just  for  the  joy  of  collecting,  look  for  a  coin  or 
set  that  is  fully  origmal  and  is  attractive.  It  shouldn't  display  ugly  deep  bag  marks  or  cuts  or 
deep  scratches  which  really  take  away  from  the  coin's  beauty.  Some  pieces  display  clash  mark 
withm  the  outer  border  inscriptions.  These  may  prove  more  valuable  in  the  future.  However, 
base  value  on  the  coin's  condition.  Many  collectors  assemble  the  three-piece  or  complete  12- 
piece  set  via  individual  purchases  over  a  period  of  time.  Of  all  the  commemorative  coinage 
produced  from  1892  through  1954,  this  design  has  been  voted  the  least  popular,  followed  the 
Monroe  and  Rhode  Island  (obverse)  creations. 

The  only  error  coinage  encountered  for  this  issue  was  a  "railroad  wheel."  Such  is  a  partial 
collar  struck  coin.  It  was  created  by  a  striking  press  malfunction  which  caused  the  collar  to  be 
in  an  incorrect  coining  position.  Although  not  classified  as  error  material,  die  clash  marks  are 
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created  when  the  obverse  and  reverse  dies  come  together  without  a  planchet  or  coin  black 
located  in  the  press  collar.  The  result  is  that  part  of  the  obverse  design  will  appear  on  the 
reverse  die  a  vice-versa.  Should  the  said  not  be  removed  and  die  polished,  these  clash  markings 
will  be  observed  on  coins  produced  thereafter.  The  aforementioned  can  be  observed  on  the 
1951  and  1952  Philadelphia  creations  on  their  obverse  and  reverse  -within  the  lettering  adjacent 
to  the  rim.  No  counterfeits  are  known  to  exist  for  the  last  commemorative  to  be  struck  for  the 
classic  issues  1892-1954. 


Is  YOUR  CARVER-WASHINGTON  CIRC  OR  MINT  STATE? 

Obverse:  A  metal  loss  will  first  be  noticed  on  the  cheekbone  of  Dr.  Carver.  Look  for  a  difference 
in  texture  and  fine  crisscross  scratches  in  this  area,  which  usually  flaunts  a  poor  strike  and  lack 
of  fill  marks,  resembling  small  cuts  and  scratches.  Prime  target  for  the  coin  doctors. 

Reverse:  Examine  the  letters  U.S.A.  for  first  loss  of  metal.  Period  after  the  S  of  U.S.A.  is  usually 
seen  weakly  struck  or  not  as  pronounced  as  the  other  periods.  At  times,  it  is  almost  nonexistent. 


Related  material 

This  issue  was  distributed  in  a  cellophane  coin  envelope,  which  was  placed  in  a  paper 
envelope.  The  larger  mintage  issues  were  sent  out  on  approval  by  the  B.T.W.  Birthplace 
Memorial  Foundation  in  a  small  envelope,  housing  one  coin.  If  you  liked  the  souvenir  after 
inspection,  you  were  to  send  $2  to  the  Peoples  National  Bank  of  Rocky  Mount,  VA.  It  was  also 
noted  in  15  lines  of  dark  red  imprint  that  a  $1.50  is  deductible  for  tax  purposes  and  a  supply  of 
these  coins  could  be  obtained  from  your  Federal  Reserve  Bank.  Small  quantities  were  also 
mailed  out  in  two  types  of  Christmas  cards  with  a  cutout  for  one  coin.  The  aforesaid  envelopes 
can  be  valued  $50  to  $75.  The  Christmas  cards,  between  $500  and  $625.  These  are  rare  items. 


Future  Potential  of  the  George  Washington  Carver-Booker  T. 
Washington  Half  Dollars 

Population  Figures  (NGC  and  PCGS  combined) 


DATE 

MS-64 

MS-65 

MS-66 

MS-67 

1951 

507 

186 

23 

1 

1951-D 

584 

381 

22 

1 

1951-S 

357 

728 

100 

5 

1952 

2013 

1317 

174 

7 

1952-D 

467 

281 

8 

0 

1952-S 

444 

561 

75 

1 

1953 

453 

279 

20 

0 

1953-D 

487 

199 

7 

0 

1953-S 

701 

725 

59 

4 

1954 

646 

357 

34 

0 

1954-D 

592 

251 

7 

0 

1954-S 

715 

559 

50 

0 

To  date,  the  C-W  has  not  been  graded  MS-68.  NGC  has  granted  prooflike  status  to  the 
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following  issues:  1951-P  MS-63  (2),  1952-D  MS-63  (1),  MS-64  (5)  MS-65  (2),  1952-S  MS-64  (1), 
1954-D  MS-63  (3),  MS-64(1)  and  MS-65  (1). 

All  pertinent  information  about  this  creation  considering  its  future  was  discussed  in  the  C- 
VV  Today  section.  Would  just  like  to  reinforce  the  rarity  of  this  issue  especially  in  grades  MS-66. 
There  is  almost  no  population  in  MS-67  for  the  series.  No  pieces  are  rated  MS-68.  Except  for 
the  1952-Philadelphia  production  and  to  a  lesser  degree  the  1951-P,  we  have  not  much  out 
there.  I  know  of  seven  1954-S  and  eight  1952-S  specimens  graded  MS-66  which  were 
resubmitted  in  the  hopes  of  a  higher  grade.  Labels  were  not  returned  for  population  deletion! 
Ditto  eleven  pieces  dated  1 951  -S!  They  all  reside  in  some  garbage  dump  or  landfill.  MS-66  C-W 
coinage  is  highly  recommended!  Excellent  future  potential  in  lofty  grade  for  the  issue.  Needless 
to  say,  MS-67  "Carvers"  are  rare  pieces. 
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FOUNDED  FEBRUARY  lO.  1940 


TUSKEGEE  INSTITUTE.  ALABAMA 


January  5,  1948 


Dear  Friend : 

It  is  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  that  I  take  this  opportunity 
lo  thank  you  for  your  expression  of  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
late  Dr.  George  Washington  Carver.  This  letter  is  contained  in 
the  official  Tuskegee-Designed  “First  Day  Engraved  Cachet  Cover”. 
The  likeness  of  Dr.  Carver  which  appears  on  the  stamps  affixed  to 
the  “Cover”  brings  to  this  great  humanitarian  one  of  the  most  sig¬ 
nificant  of  all  honors  which  have  been  bestowed  upon  him. 

By  obtaining  one  of  these  “Covers”  you  have  made  a  contribution 
toward  the  $2,000,000  endowment  campaign  for  the  benefit  of  the 
George  Washington  Carver  Foundation.  When  Dr.  Carver  started  the 
Foundation  in  1940  he  gave  to  it  his  entire  life’s  savings  of  some 
$60,000  as  the  beginning  of  an  endowment  fund.  It  was  his  hope 
that  friends  throughout  the  country  would  in  time  increase  this 
amount  to  a  sum.  adequately  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  kind  of  re¬ 
search  for  which  he  had  become  famous.  Because  of  the  disastrous 
fire  which  practically  destroyed  the  Carver  Museum  and  Laboratories 
on  November  24,  1947,  it  is  also  necessary  to  raise  funds  for  a  new 
and  modern  laboratory  building,  .separate  from  the  museum.  The 
Carver  Museum  will  be  rebuilt  with  funds  received  from  fire  insurance. 

Since  1944  the  Carver  Foundation  has  granted  over  $”0,00  in  fellow¬ 
ships  to  graduate  students  in  Chemistry  at  Tuskegee  Institute.  These 
students  are  given  valuable  experience  in  research  in  the  laboratories 
<  f  the  Foundation,  and  through  them  we  hope  the  Carver  philosophy  of 
research  will  be  perpetuated.  The  endowment  we  seek  will  make  pos¬ 
sible  the  training  of  more  of  these  students  as  the  years  go  by. 

We  deeply  appreciate  your  interest  in  our  work  and  hope  it  will 
continue  and  will  grow  in  the  years  ahead. 


Very  Truly  yours. 


R.  W.  Brown 
Director 
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COIN  AMD 

HBDAL  DBXQMez 

MAZC6L  J0W6 

By  Dr.  Thomas  F.  Fitzgerald 

Coin  and  medal  designer  Marcel  Jovine  died  at  the  age  of  81  on  January  20,  2003  at  his 
daughter's  home  in  Greenwich,  Connecticut.  He  was  preceded  in  death  by  his  wife  Angela, 
and  lived  with  his  daughter  and  her  family  in  Connecticut.  His  family  reported  that  his  health 
had  been  steadily  declining  in  recent  months.  In  addition  to  his  commemorative  coin  designs, 
Mr.  Jovine  was  the  creator  of  the  "Visible  Man"  and  the  "Visible  Woman"  educational  Toys. 


The  Life  of  Marcel  Jovine 

Although  he  is  credited  with  the  designs  of  a  number  of  commemorative  coins  and  several 
important  medals,  Marcel  Jovine  had  no  formal  art  training.  Of  course  his  schooling  as  an 
architect  certainly  provided  him  with  drawing  skills.  He  was  born  in  Naples,  Italy  on  July  26, 
1921  and  attended  the  University  of  Naples  and  the  Royal  Military  Academy  of  Turin  where  he 
studied  engineering  and  architecture.  Marcel  joined  the  Italian  Army  and  was  commissioned  a 
lieutenant  during  the  2nd  World  War.  He  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  British  forces  in  Airica  and 
interred  in  the  United  States  in  Pennsylvania  for  the  remainder  of  the  war.  During  this  time  of 
retention,  he  spent  time  sketching  and  making  sculptures. 

Following  the  end  of  the  war,  Marcel  Jovine  went  back  to  Italy;  however,  in  1946  he  returned 
to  the  United  States  and  that  September  married  pianist  and  singer  Angela  D  Oro,  an  American 
Italian  who  worked  for  the  U.S.O.  and  gave  concerts  for  the  Prisoners  of  War.  They  had  two 
daughters,  Andrea  Coopersmith  of  Greenwich  and  Marcia  Jovine  of  Washington  and  a 
grandson,  Alexander.  Jovine  became  an  American  citizen  in  1951. 

Marcel  Jovine,  the  Toy  Maher 

Mr.  Jovine  invented  his  first  toy  in  the  late  1940s,  a  newborn  baby  doll  called  blessed  event 
that  was  brought  to  market  in  1950  by  Ideal  Toys.  Several  boy  toys  followed  and  by  the  early 
1960s,  Jovine  had  begun  creating  model  kits.  The  most  important  was  Revell’s  Visible  Man, 
a  clear  plastic  human  figure  with  his  internal  organs  exposed.  Visible  Man  was  soon  followed 
by  Visible  Woman.  Later  he  designed  Visible  Engine,  a  working  model  of  a  V-8  auto  engineer 
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and  these  and  other  visible  models  are  still  on  the  market  today  under  Craft  House’s  Ski leraft 
banner. 


A  D  reel Jovi tie's  Commemorative  Coin  Designs 

Marcel  Jovine  began  to  design  coins  and  medals  in  the  late  1970s.  His  first  United  States 
Commemorative  Coin  design  was  the  1987  $5  gold  piece  to  commemorate  the  Bicentennial  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  obverse  features  a  stylized  eagle  in  flight  that 
dominates  the  surface  of  the  coin.  The  eagle,  the  proud  national  bird  of  the  United  States, 
carries  a  quill  pen  in  its  talons,  symbolic  of  the  writing  instrument  used  to  place  the  words  of 
the  Constitution  on  the  parchment.  Marcel's  logo,  found  on  all  his  works,  appears  on  the 
obverse. 

The  reverse  features  a  vertical  quill  pen  with  the  words  "We  the  People"  written  in 
calligraphy  across  the  lower  end  of  the  pen.  What  an  honor  for  this  Italian  lieutenant,  held  as  a 
prisoner  of  war  in  the  United  States  and  who  later  became  an  American  citizen  in  1951,  to 
design  a  United  States  gold  coin  commemorating  the  very  foundation  of  our  government  and 
freedom,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Just  a  year  later  in  1988,  Mr.  Jovine  designed  the  reverse  of  the  United  States  $5  gold  coin  for 
the  Games  of  the  XXV  Olympiad  with  winter  games  in  Calgary,  Canada  and  summer  games  m 
Seoul,  South  Korea.  This  gold  half  eagle  is  a  most  interesting  piece.  Many  critics  believe  the 
obverse  and  reverse  designs  do  not  belong  on  the  same  coin.  Elizabeth  Jones,  the  Chief 
Engraver  at  the  United  Sates  Mint,  drew  a  very  classical  obverse  featuring  the  Greek  goddess  of 
victory  "Nike,"  while  the  reverse  by  Marcel  Jovine,  is  a  modern  stylized  version  of  the  Olympic 
flame,  one  of  the  most  important  symbols  of  the  Olympic  movement.  Above  the  flame  is  seen 
the  Olympic  five  rings.  His  logo  signature  is  again  found  on  this  design. 

Marcel  Jovine  was  chosen  to  design  the  reverse  of  the  1990  Eisenhower  Centennial  dollar  that 
was  sculptured  by  mint  engraver  Chester  Young  Martin.  This  commemorative,  honoring  the 
centennial  of  the  birth  of  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower,  strangely  depicts  his  Gettysburg  retirement 
home  rather  than  his  Dennison,  Texas  birthplace. 


1990  Eisenhower  Centennial  dollar 
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Seemingly  now  in  great  demand,  in  1991  Mr.  Jovine  was  asked  to  design  the  obverse  of  the 
commemorative  halt  dollar  celebrating  the  golden  anniversary  of  Mount  Rushmore.  This  piece 
u  as  Reduced  primarily  to  raise  funds  to  restore  and  preserve  the  South  Dakota  Monument. 
Jovine  s  obverse  bears  the  famous  stone  sculpture  with  the  rays  of  the  sun  as  a  background. 

In  1992,  Marcel  Jovine  produced  his  second  Olympic  coin,  the  first  being  in  1988.  This  issue 
was  to  provide  funds  to  help  prepare  the  athletes  of  the  United  States  Olympic  Team 
participating  in  the  1992  Olympic  Games  held  in  Spain 

Mr.  Jovine' s  reverse  for  the  silver  dollar  coin  portrays  a  large  United  States  Shield  with  the 
ti\  e  Olympic  rmgs  just  above  the  shield  and  a  vertical  olive  branch  on  each  side  of  the  shield. 
The  olive  branch,  the  traditional  symbol  for  peace,  appeared  on  this  coin  just  after  the  Gulf  War. 
The  United  States  Mint  issued  a  series  of  coins  for  the  1995  Olympic  games  held  in  Atlanta, 
Georgia.  Once  again,  Marcel  was  called  upon  to  design  the  obverse  of  the  1995  gold  $5  piece. 
His  obverse  stadium  design  pictures  the  Centennial  Olympic  logo  shown  to  the  right  and 
above  the  Atlanta  Stadium.  A  very  interesting  addition  is  the  trail  of  stars  from  the  flame  that 
lead  to  the  word  "Liberty." 

Marcel  Jovme's  last  commemorative  coin  design  was  for  the  reverse  of  the  2001  Capitol 
\  isitor  Center  half-dollar.  This  Italian-born  immigrant  shared  the  design  with  Russian-born 
immigrant,  Alex  Shagin.  Their  reverse  features  16  stars  representing  the  number  of  states  in  the 
umon  at  the  time  the  congress  convened  in  the  capitol  building  in  the  year  1800.  In  the  center 
aie  inscriptions  recognizing  the  32  senators  and  the  10  representatives  making  up  the  6th 
Congress. 


The  Medals  and  Sculptures  of  Marcel  Jovine 

Artist  Jovine  created  a  large  number  and  variety  of  medals.  He  designed  a  series  of  calendar 
medals  for  the  Medallic  Art  Company  as  well  as  36  medals  for  the  Sierra  Club's  "Endangered 
Species  series.  In  1980,  eight  years  prior  to  his  first  commemorative  coin  for  the  Olympics, 
Marcel  Jovine  and  Neil  Kennedy  created  the  1980  Lake  Placid  Olympic  participation  medal. 

In  1983,  Mr.  Jovine  won  a  competition  to  design  the  American  Numismatic  Society's  125th 
Anniversary  Medal.  The  obverse  of  this  unusual  plaquette  depicted  some  of  the  most  beautiful 
and  unusual  com  images  from  the  ANS  collection  representing  various  periods  and  regions. 
Supei  imposed  on  these  coins  is  the  kneeling  figure  of  a  minter.  The  reverse  shows  the 
machmes  related  to  the  coining  process  together  with  several  inscriptions. 

In  1984  he  designed  the  annual  membership  medal  for  Brookgreen  Gardens.  Later,  Mr. 
Jo\  ine  concentrated  on  making  bronze  statues  of  famous  racehorses  including  Affirmed,  Seattle 
Slew,  Spectacular  Bid,  Nashua  and  John  Henry. 


Marcel  Jovine  Receives  Many  Honors  for  His  Work 

Jovme  was  the  recipient  of  the  National  Sculpture  Society's  Lindsay  Morris  Memorial  Prize 
for  Bas-Relief  Sculpture  for  his  high-relief  calendar  medal  created  for  the  American  Revolution 
Bicentennial  Administration.  In  1984,  the  ANS  presented  Marcel  Jovine  with  its  J.  Sanford  Saltus 
Award  for  Achievement  in  the  Art  of  the  Medal.  He  was  a  fellow  of  the  National  Sculpture 
Society  and  served  as  its  president  from  1988  through  1991  and  was  "Honorary  President"  at 
th<  time  of  his  death.  The  ANA  awarded  him  their  Numismatic  Art  Award  for  Excellence  in 
Medallic  Sculpture  in  1987. 
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1936  San  Francisco-Oakland 
Bay  Bridge 

By  Anthony  J  Swiatek  (R-0004,  NY) 


Reason  for  issue:  To  commemorate  the  opening  of  the  San 
Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge. 


Authorized  per  Act  of  June  26, 1936:  200,000 
Official  sale  price:  $1.50;  $1.65  by  mail 


Production  figures: 


Date 

1936-S 

Business  Strikes 
100,000 

Assay 

55 

Proofs 

4? 

Coins  Melted 

28,631 

Net  Mintage 

71,369  ' 

Current  market  values: 
AU-50  MS-60  MS-63 

85.  98.  125. 

MS-64 

145. 

MS-65 

300. 

MS-66 

600. 

Designs  by  Jacques  Schnier 

Obverse:  Portrayed  is  a  large  California  grizzly  bear,  which  is  the  emblem  of  the  State  of 
California.  However,  his  presence  on  this  issue  was  highly  criticized  by  numismatists,  since 
Monarch  II  considered  the  "model  bear"  was  confined  for  26  years  of  his  life  in  a  cage  in  Golden 
Gate  Park.  According  to  the  Romanian  de-signer,  it  is  not  Monarch  II  which  is  portrayed  on  the 
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obverse,  but  rather  a  composite  of  various  "Ursus  Arctos  horribilis"  seen  at  the  Oakland  and  San 
Francisco  zoos.  Is  this  symbolic  of  freedom  and  liberty?  Figuratively  speaking  "on  the  other 
side  ot  the  coin  the  grizzly  bear  also  symbolizes  California's  freedom  from  Mexico.  Do  you 
remember  that  famous  bear  flag  of  the  Republic  of  California?  That  bear  represented  the  state's 
arms.  Located  near  the  animal's  paw  is  the  Mint  mark  "S."  The  monograms  JS  in  the  upper  right 
field  represents  the  designer's  initials  (Jacques  Schnier). 

Below  Monarch  II  is  LIBERTY  and  denomination.  In  the  left  field  is  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE 
TRUST.  Around  the  upper  border  is  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  while  four  decorative 
stars  appear  around  the  lower  border. 

Reverse:  Seen  is  an  emblematic  -  rather  than  documentary  -  creation,  which  depicts  the  Bay 
Bridge  stretching  from  a  point  over  the  Embarcadero  with  that  celebrated  ferry  tower  seen  in 
the  foreground.  Its  opening  sadly  antiquated  ferry  traffic  heading  towards  Yerba  Buena  Island. 
SAN  FRANCISCO-OAKLAND  BAY  BRIDGE  circles  above.  As  a  note  of  interest,  the  present 
T  reasure  Island  is  not  shown  because  it  is  an  artificial  island,  which  had  not  yet  been  completed. 
The  next  section  of  this  structure  leads  towards  the  Emeryville,  Oakland  and  Berkeley  area. 
Passing  the  ferry  tower  are  two  steamships.  At  celebration  rime,  the  cost  of  the  bridge  proper 
and  its  interurban  car  installation  plus  approaches  was  estimated  at  $77,200,000.  It  was  financed 
entirely  without  taxation  via  the  sale  of  4  3/ 4%  bonds,  issued  against  protective  revenues.  There 
were  15,000  men  and  women  who  labored  for  its  completion,  and  24  men  died  in  its 
construction.  It  requires  200,000  gallons  of  paint  to  beautify  the  bridge.  When  finished,  it's  rime 
to  begin  once  again! 

ORIGINS  OF  THE  BAY  BRIDGE 

Jacques  Schnier,  local  artist,  sculptor  and  designer,  is  the  reason  collectors  can  today  enjoy  this 
lovely  coin.  At  the  suggestion  of  Lee  Lawrie,  sculptor  member  of  the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts, 
the  major  design  change  recommendations  were  simply  the  remodeling  of  the  bear's  snout  and 
replacing  the  legend  "E  Pluribus  Unum"  with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST.  Though  the  authorizing  act 
of  June  26,  1936,  had  specified  a  maximum  of  200,000  to  be  coined,  only  100,000  (plus  55  assay 
coins)  were  produced  on  11/4/36  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  This  amount  was  struck  to 
discourage  speculation,  for  such  was  considered  large  for  speculative  undertakings.  The  San 
Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  Celebration  and  the  San  Francisco  celebration  committee  offered 
them  for  $1.50  apiece,  with  some  being  offered  via  the  Clearing  House  Association.  Others 
could  be  acquired  at  kiosks  near  the  Bay  Bridge  entrances  with  motorists  not  having  to  leave 
their  vehicles.  According  to  clients  who  had  this  experience  on  and  from  November  20,  these 
small  booths  resembled  a  newspaper  stand.  A  large  number  of  coins  sold  after  the  Nov.  12-14, 
1936,  celebrations  had  ended.  When  sales  came  to  a  standstill  in  1937,  some  28,631  pieces  of  the 
minting  were  returned  to  the  Mint  for  remelting,  leaving  a  total  of  71,369  as  the  net  mintage. 
Committee  Chairman  Frank  R.  Havenner  requested  the  Mint  place  the  first  200  strikings  in 
numbered  envelopes,  accompanied  by  official  documentation.  The  first  100  impressions  of  this 
issue  -  produced  as  normal  coinage  -  were  placed  in  numbered  coin  envelopes.  Twenty-two 
of  these  specimens  numbering  from  the  rrud-50s  -  which  were  never  officially  presented  - 
became  available.  It  was  offered  for  sale  with  documentation  in  attractive  Capital  holders.  These 
specimens  were  not  struck  from  highly  polished  dies,  nor  is  there  anything  special  about  their 
surface  features.  However,  these  fully  original  coins  will  grade  at  least  MS-65  today.  To  assist 
with  a  dealer  promotion,  Schnier  in  1980  autographed  approximately  500  cards  -  for  $5  each  - 
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that  pictured  him  holding  his  creation.  It  also  has  a  cutout  for  the  half  dollar.  These  were  placed 
in  sealed  hard  plastic  holders,  accompanied  by  pieces  grading  AU-55  through  MS-63.  I  would 
base  acquisition  on  the  coin's  grade  plus  $20  for  the  holder.  Ditto  the  promoted  Elgin  coin 
housed  in  the  exact  same  sealed  plastic  holder. 

THE  BAY  BRIDGE  TODAY 

The  issue  can  be  located  without  much  difficulty  in  EF-AU  condition.  Specimens  usually 
flaunt  numismatic  abuse.  Little  price  spread  between  EF-AU  and  MS-64  categories.  Thus, 
concentrate  on  very  attractive  MS-64  pieces,  if  possible,  unless  purely  buying  for  the  pride  of 
ownership.  Creation  is  available  in  these  grades.  Bay  Bridges  grading  MS-65  can  now  be  located 
without  much  effort.  However,  those  flaunting  enticing  surfaces  can  be  elusive.  Real  future  for 
issue  lies  here  and  in  the  loftier  grades.  The  greater  the  eye  appeal  or  coin's  appearance,  the 
greater  the  specimen's  future  price  performance.  Long  hairline  scratches,  or  slide  marks  or 
deep  nicks,  or  ugly  bag  marks  hurt  the  coin's  grade  and  value.  In  other  words,  the  bear  should 
not  appear  as  if  he  were  being  chased  through  the  forest  and  wounded  by  several  hunters.  One 
major  detracting  mark  on  this  primary  focal  area  will  place  this  issue  in  the  MS-64  category.  The 
obverse  of  this  issue  with  its  granular  die  surface  is  most  vulnerable  to  the  noted  problems.  This 
is  where  I  begin  my  visual  inspection  when  attempting  to  purchase  quality  specimens  for  my¬ 
self.  The  reverse  is  seldom  affected  because  of  its  surface  design,  which  can  hide  negatives,  un¬ 
less  severe  or  without  question  detracting!  However,  a  bad  hit  on  the  ferry  tower  can  lower 
your  grade.  Luster  will  range  from  intense  satiny  (not  the  norm)  down  to  dull  satiny. 

At  times,  the  reverse  will  appear  less  lustrous  than  the  obverse,  due  to  die  preparation  and 
wear.  How-ever,  it  will  not  be  as  obvious  as  with  the  Albany  issue.  Strike  rarely  presents  a 
problem.  I  have  at  times  encountered  specimens  with  poor  snout  detail  or  steamship  detail, 
but  this  is  the  exception.  Monarch's  right  eye,  as  you  observe  the  coin  (or  the  bear's  actual  left) 
will  appear  not  strongly  struck.  Such  is  characteristic  for  the  issue.  The  strongest  definition  will 
appear  only  on  those  earlier  strikings.  No  error  coinage  nor  counterfeits  have  entered  the 
marketplace. 

IS  YOUR  BAY  BRIDGE  CIRC  OR  MINT  STATE? 

Obverse:  A  metal  loss  will  first  occur  on  Monarch's  left  shoulder  (actually  right  one  as  you 
examine  the  coin).  This  area  is  a  prime  target  for  the  "coin  doctors!" 

Reverse:  On  this  lower  relief  design,  wear  will  be  observed  on  the  vertical  steel  bridge  support 
directly  between  the  AN  of  the  word  OAKLAND  and  on  the  Hills  below  the  O  of  OAKLAND. 

RELATED  MATERIAL 

Coins  were  distributed  in  a  thick  cardboard  holder  with  openings  for  six  coins,  accompanied 
originally  by  an  unattached  folder  cover.  Individual  coins  were  wrapped  in  tissue  paper  and 
also  enclosed  in  a  mailing  envelope.  Imprinted  on  the  envelope  is  SAN  FRANCISCO- 
OAKLAND  BAY  BRIDGE  CELEBRATION,  ROOM  615  -  625  MARKET  STREET,  SAN  FRAN¬ 
CISCO.  Holder  has  no  real  value  without  that  mailing  envelope;  with  it,  put  it  in  the  $35  to  $125 
range.  It's  the  grade  of  an  offered  coin,  which  accompanies  the  holder  that  your  value  should  be 
based  on. 
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FUTURE  POTENTIAL  OF  THE  SAN  FRANCISCO-OAKLAND  BAY 
BRIDGE  HALF  DOLLAR 


Population  Figures  (NGC  and  PCGS  combined) 


DATE  MS-63  MS-64  MS-65  MS-66  MS-67  MS-68 

193b-S  805  1985  1878  728  97  10 


To  date,  eight  specimens  have  been  graded  MS-68  by  PCGS. 

Little  price  difference  exists  between  grades  EF-AU  and  MS-64.  Coins  grading  MS-64  are 
somewhat  undervalued.  Flowever,  issue  can  be  obtained  in  all  mentioned  grades  with  little 
difficulty.  Acquire  for  joy  of  collecting.  For  those  who  would  like  to  see  their  silver  bear  rise 
moderately  m  value,  I  suggest  acquiring  a  flashv  MS-64+  specimen.  I  would  reduce  this  grade's 
census  figures  bv  25%.  Today,  this  popular  issue  is  also  available  in  MS-65  condition.  Large 
census  figure  could  be  reduced  by  25%.  Key  is  to  acquire  a  bright,  attractive  specimen  or  one 
possessing  the  kind  of  toning  which  enhances  the  coin.  Average  future  potential.  Suggest 
procuring  only  because  you  like  the  creation.  When  the  market  gets  hot,  expect  the  Bay  Bridge 
to  be  promoted.  Suggest  sale  at  that  time.  Can  procure  for  less  in  the  future.  Undervalued  in  the 
MS-66  category.  Very  good  potential  is  here.  I  would  reduce  population  figures  by  25%. 
Definitely  recommend  acquiring  a  captivating  specimen,  if  it  crosses  your  path.  Ditto  the  lofty 
MS-67  grade.  Also  very  undervalued  and  highly  recommended,  should  funds  permit.  I  know  of 
seven  grading  inserts,  which  were  cast  to  various  garbage  containers  in  the  past,  in  unsuccessful 
hopes  of  the  elusive  MS-68  grade.  Only  two  pieces  graded  as  such  to  date.  a 


SAN  FRANCISCO-OAKLAND 
BAY  BRIDGE  CELEBRATION 


Rooms  61  5  -  62  5  Market  Street 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


if  not  delivered  in  5  daye  return  to 


CONTENTS 

MERCHANDISE 


FOURTH  CLASS 


POSTMASTER: 


This  parcel  may  be 
opened  for  postal  in¬ 
spection  if  necessary. 


Dr.  Glenn  E.  Jackson 


Return  or  forwarding 
postage  guaranteed. 


Main  Street 


5 


INSURED 


Watertown,  Conn. 


Value - No... 
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MAYOR  ANGELO  J.  ROSSI  FRANCK  R.  HAVENNER  .  <  L.  M.  GIANNINI 

Honorary  Chairman  Chairman,  Citizens'  Committee  *  r  •  Chairman,  Finance 
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Citizens  Commemorative  Coin  Advisory 
Committee  Welcomes  Three  New  Members 


WASHINGTON  -  The  United  States  Mint  is  pleased  to  announce  that  on  March  18,  2003  Treasury  Secretary 
John  W.  Snow  appointed  three  new  members  to  the  Citizens  Commemorative  Coin  Advisory  Committee  (CCCAC). 

Secretary  Snow  selected  Mr.  David  Enders  Tripp  because  of  his  special  qualifications  in  art,  art  history,  and 
numismatics.  Mr  Tripp  brings  to  the  CCCAC  not  only  his  experience  as  a  classical  archaeologist  and  art  historian, 
but  also  more  than  20  years  of  experience  as  a  professional  numismatic  consultant.  His  clients  have  included  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries,  Lester  Merkin  Rare  Coins  and  banks  in  London,  Zurich  and  New  York.  A  Fellow  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society,  Mr.  Tripp  is  the  former  Department  Head  of  Sotheby’s  Coin,  Tapestry  and  Musical 
Instrument  Department. 

The  Secretary  selected  Ms.  Constance  B.  Hamrnan  to  serve  as  one  of  the  Committee’s  three  members  who 
represent  the  interest  of  the  general  public.  Ms.  Harriman  has  extensive  legal,  public  policy  and  management 
experience  in  the  federal  government,  working  with  Congress,  media  and  special  interest  groups.  She  also  has 
private  sector  experience  in  corporate  and  securities  law  and  commercial  and  antitrust  litigation.  Ms.  Harriman 
currently  serves  as  President  of  the  Southern  Africa  Wildlife  Trust,  and  also  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Export-Import  Bank.  Ms.  Harriman  serves  on  the  Board  of  Directors  and  the  Finance  Committee  of 
the  Decatur  House. 

The  Secretary  selected  Ms.  Gloria  Eskridge  to  serve  as  the  Committee's  United  States  Mint  representative.  Ms. 
Eskridge  is  the  Associate  Director  for  Sales  and  Marketing  at  the  United  States  Mint.  Ms.  Eskridge  has  33  years  of 
experience  in  product  development  management  for  domestic  and  international  markets  in  both  private  and  public 
sectors,  including  R.J.  Reynolds  International  and  the  United  States  Mint.  She  has  developed  marketmg  programs 
for  the  50  State  Quarters®  Program  and  its  education  initiative,  as  well  as  numerous  commemorative  coin  programs 
and  the  American  Eagle  coin  programs. 

"I  congratulate  the  new  members,  and  thank  them  for  making  this  important  commitment,”  said  United  States 
Mint  Director  Henrietta  Holsman  Fore.  “I  am  confident  that  their  expertise  and  experience  will  be  vital  to  the  future 
of  the  Nation's  special  coin  programs.” 

The  United  States  Mint  issued  a  public  announcement  in  November  2002,  inviting  interested  parties  to 
recommend  candidates  for  CCCAC  membership  or  to  submit  letters  of  interest  for  their  own  consideration  by 
December  2,  2002.  One  position  for  the  member  specially  qualified  in  education/art/numismatics,  one  position  for 
the  general  public  representative  and  a  United  States  Mint  representative  were  to  be  recommended  from  these 
applications.  A  panel  reviewed  and  ranked  the  candidates  based  on  established  criteria.  The  Director  of  the  Mint 
submitted  final  recommendations  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  February  2003.  The  Secretary  approved  the 
recommendations  for  these  three  new  members  in  March. 

Established  in  1993  under  Public  Law  102-390,  the  CCCAC  recommends  events,  persons,  or  places  to  be 
commemorated  by  the  issuance  of  commemorative  coins  and  proposes  mintage  levels  for  any  commemorative  com 
recommended.  The  Committee  also  reviews  and  comments  on  proposed  designs  for  commemorative  coins  and  the 
50  State  Quarters  Program  and  provides  recommendations  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  these  proposals. 

Membership  consists  of  seven  voting  members  appointed  to  four-year  terms  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Three  members  are  appointed  from  among  individuals  specially  qualified  to  serve  by  reason  of  their  education, 
training  or  experience  in  art,  art  history,  museum  or  numismatic  collection  curation,  or  numismatics.  Three  members 
are  appointed  from  among  individuals  who  will  represent  the  interest  of  the  general  public.  One  member  is 
appointed  from  officers  or  employees  of  the  United  States  Mint  to  represent  the  interests  of  the  organization.  A 
member  of  the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts  participates  as  a  non-voting  member. 

The  Committee  is  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  United  States  Mint  is  responsible 
for  providing  the  necessary  support  services  for  the  Committee.  Committee  members  are  not  paid  for  their  time  or 
services  but,  consistent  with  federal  travel  regulations,  members  are  reimbursed  for  their  travel  and  lodging  expenses 
to  attend  approximately  two  meetings  each  year. 

Customer  Service  information:  (800)  USA  MINT  (872-6468) 

Source:  United  States  Mint  Web  site  (http://usmmt.gov/) 
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Paddy  Declares  War 

on  Iraq! 

(Humor) 

Saddam  Hussein  was  sitting  in  his  office  wondering  whom  to  invade  next  when  his  telephone 
rang. 

"Hallo.  Mr.  Hussein,”  a  heavily  accented  voice  said.  “This  is  Paddy  down  at  the  Harp  Pub  in 
Sligo,  Ireland.  I  am  ringing  to  inform  you  that  we  are  officially  declaring  war  on  you.”  I  am  a 
member  of  SUSCC! 

"Well,  Paddy,”  Saddam  replied,  “This  is  indeed  important  news!  How  big  is  your  army?” 

"Right  now,”  said  Paddy,  after  a  moment’s  calculation,  “there  is  myself,  my  cousin  Sean,  my 
next  door  neighbor  Seamus,  and  the  entire  dart  team  from  the  pub.  That  makes  eight!” 

Saddam  paused.  “I  must  tell  you,  Paddy,  that  I  have  one  million  men  in  my  army  waiting  to 
move  on  my  command.” 

"Begorra,”  said  Paddy.  “I’ll  have  to  ring  you  back.”  Sure  enough,  the  next  day,  Paddy  called 
again.  “Mr.  Hussein,  the  war  is  still  on.  We  have  managed  to  acquire  some  infantry  equipment.” 

Saddam  asked,  “And  what  equipment  would  that  be,  Paddy?” 

“Well,  we  have  two  combines,  a  bulldozer,  and  Murphy’s  farm  tractor.”  Saddam  sighed.  “I  must 
tell  you,  Paddy,  that  I  have  16,000  tanks  and14,000  armored  personnel  carriers.  Also,  I’ve 
increased  my  army  to  1-1/2  million  since  we  last  spoke.” 

“Saints  preserve  us,”  said  Paddy.  “I’ll  have  to  get  back  to  you.” 

Sure  enough,  Paddy  rang  again  the  next  day.  “Mr.  Hussein,  the  war  is  Still  on.  We  have 
managed  to  get  ourselves  airborne.  We’ve  modified  Harrigan’s  ultra-light  with  a  couple  of 
shotguns  in  the  cockpit,  and  four  boys  from  the  Shamrock  Pub  have  joined  us  as  well.” 

Saddam  was  silent  for  a  minute  and  then  cleared  his  throat.  “I  must  tell  you,  Paddy,  that  I  have 
10,000  bombers  and  20,000  fighter  planes.  My  military  complex  is  surrounded  by  laser-guided, 
surface-to-air  missile  sites.  Since  we  last  spoke,  I’ve  increased  my  army  to  TWO  MILLION.” 

“Hmm,”  said  Paddy.  “I’ll  have  to  ring  you  back.” 

Sure  enough,  Paddy  called  again  the  next  day.  “Top  o’  the  mornin,”  Mr.  Hussein.  I  am  sorry  to 
tell  you  that  we  have  had  to  call  off  the  war.” 

“I’m  sorry  to  hear  that,”  said  Saddam.  “Why  the  sudden  change  of  heart?” 

“Well,”  said  Paddy,  “we’ve  all  had  a  long  chat  over  a  bunch  of  pints,  and  decided  there’s  no  way 
we  can  feed  two  million  prisoners.” 


Membership  Application 

Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 

•  I  hereby  apply  for  membership  in  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 
(SUSCC),  subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said  Society. 

•  Membership  runs  from  January  1st  to  December  31st  of  each  year. 

•  Annual  Dues:  $20.00  per  adult  and  $10.00  per  Junior  (Age  17  and  under). 

Name 

Address 

City 

State  and  Zip  Code 
Daytime  Telephone  Number 
Signature  of  Applicant 

Date 

Signature  and  Membership  Number  of  Sponsor  (optional) 

Birth  Date  (Junior  Members) 

Signature  of  Parent  or  Guardian  (Junior  Members) 


Enclose  dues  with  your  application  (copy  ok)  and  send  to: 

SUSCC,  P.O.  Box  2335,  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92647 


